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Back Row: Jessica Dawson, Anna Rowan, Corina Brown (Player/coach), Bella Piper Jarrett (Player/Manager), Louisa Gritt,  
Storm Edwards, Eden Wynne

Front: Laura Griffin, Briar Mortensen, Emily Hanmore (Captain), Natalie Dey, Lara Bennetto, Joy Davis
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Onerahi Football Club: 
WINNERS OF THE NORTHLAND PREMIER WOMEN'S LEAGUE COMPETITION - 

WON A PERFECT 12 FROM 12 GAMES PLAYED. SCORED 119 GOALS, CONCEDED ONLY 8

Onerahi shops upgrade Pg 3 • Full football story Pg 9 
Casey Smith memorial rugby match Pg 10
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The Onerahi Orbit is a not-for-profit publication owned by the Onerahi 
Community Association, that reports the good news in Onerahi, 
Parua Bay, Pataua, and Whangārei Heads. 4,000 copies are printed 
by Jeff Oliver Print and distributed by volunteers throughout this 
area; readership is approximately 12,500. Opinions expressed in 
signed articles, or in advertisements appearing in the Onerahi Orbit 
are those of the author and advertiser and do not reflect those of 
this newsletter nor its publisher. No part of this publication may 
be reproduced without the prior written permission of the editor, 
writers, and owners of Onerahi Orbit.

Follow us on Facebook 
www.facebook.com/onerahiorbit

Editor:  Margie Kent
Email:  onerahiorbitmagazine@gmail.com

Advertising:  Megan Lavin-McIsaac 022 641 9786
Email: advertising@megatype-publishing.co.nz

Design:  Megan Lavin-McIsaac 022 641 9786
Email:  graphics@megatype-publishing.co.nz

Accounts:  Rose Tantau 438 5499
Email:  ccoca@xtra.co.nz 

Deliveries:  Allan Westlake 021 437 591

Contents

Published in April, June, August, October, and December.

Advert sizes & costs:
BLACK  

& WHITE COLOUR

Full page 270mm high x 190mm wide $600 $900

Half page 270mm high x 90mm wide OR  
135mm high x 190mm wide $350 $500

Quarter page 135mm high x 90mm wide OR  
64mm high x 190mm wide $180 $250

Eighth page 65mm high x 90mm wide $ 85 $150

Block advert 40mm high x 60mm wide $ 40 $ 80

GST not applicable.
Invoices will be emailed or posted after the publication date.

If you are a victim of family violence or 
in a relationship that makes you fearful 
about your own or anyone else's safety, 
seek help as soon as possible. You have 

the right to be safe.

Elder Abuse Helpline 0800 32 668 65
Open 24 hours

Family violence information line 0800 456 450

Gandhi Nivas - supporting men to be 
free from violence 0800 426 344

Hey Bro helpline - supporting men to 
be free from violence 0800 HeyBro (439 276) 

National network of stopping violence 03 391 0048

Sensitive Claims ACC 0800 735 566

Shakti - for migrant and refugee 
women

0800 742 584
Open 24 hours

Shine National Helpline 0508 744 633
Open 24 hours

Victim Support - support for men and 
women victims

0800 842 846
Open 24 hours

Women’s Refuge crisis line 0800 733 843
Open 24 hours

You will notice that there have been no political party 
adverts in the last two editions of the Orbit. Heading 

into the national elections, we thought it was better to keep 
focussed on local news and stay out of the political arena 
because of the ‘regulated period’. The regulated period takes 
place in the three months (14 July 2023 – 13 October 2023) 
leading up to a general election where there are restrictions 
on election advertising and publicity. Given the complexity of 
policing the application of the regulations, we decided to step 
aside until after the elections. 

BUT we do urge you to please vote if you are eligible, 
because every vote counts. You’re not allowed to NOT vote 
and then complain about the outcome :-)

Happy Halloween from all at the Onerahi Orbit - keep safe 
out there collecting candy!
Based on https://www.parliament.nz/en/visit-and-learn/
parliament-in-election-year/
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• Cultivate and nuture the 
interests of  
the community of Onerahi

• Promote the district 
• Assist residents
• Develop and administer 

facilities
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President’s Report

Here comes Summer
The recent warmer weather is encouraging people to get 

out and about more and take advantage of the wonderful 
things that Onerahi has to offer. Our greatest asset is our 
people - get out there and greet your neighbours, look out for 
their homes, cast a watchful eye over the kids as they play 
near your home. and be part of a connected community. 

The community association is committed to connecting 
to the community and encouraging community members to 
take care of each other over summer. The Matariki Event 
held in July drew members of the community together and 
its success has encouraged the OCA to run further activities. 
Summer will see a return of community sports activities in 
Sherwood Park during the evenings.

Shopping Precinct
Recent comments suggest the shopping precinct could do 

with an upgrade - hanging baskets and a bit of a tidy up will 
go a long way to making people feel more comfortable at the 
shops. The mural is being put back and will be rededicated 
by Fred Tito soon. We are also looking at getting dead 
branches and seed pods 
from the palm trees trimmed 
back. 

Community House outdoor 
furniture

In addition, planning is 
underway for a community 
space adjacent to the 
Community House where 
people can sit, chat and 
enjoy watching the younger 
ones play in the park. 
The association plans to 
approach a community 
focused organisation (such 
as the Lions or Men’s 
Shed) to construct movable 
outdoor furniture (such as 
seats, benches, picnic tables 
and planters) for the Onerahi 
community - to use at 
Onerahi House and at other 
community events.  

If anyone is keen to contribute please let me know at our 
email address: onerahicommunity@gmail.com

Summer swimming
It is hoped the school pool/community partnership will see 

use of the school pool after hours in Raurimu Avenue. We 
should have an answer for swimmers before our next Onerahi 
Orbit edition in early December.

Onerahi Community Hall
Onerahi Community Hall continues to be well used by 

community members - the facility is being used for movies, 
community gatherings, sports and activity events. It is a great 
asset. Please remember it is available to book for your family 
or work celebrations.

Advertising in the Orbit
Without more advertising the magazine is in danger of 

being discontinued. The association desperately needs 
someone to assist with securing more advertising for the 
magazine. You will be paid for your work. You will need to be 
available for two weeks of part time work every two months 
between March and November; computer literate, organised 
and thorough, and work well in a team situation. Please call 
Meg on 022 641 9786 for more information.

Grant Harrison
OCA President - onerahicommunity@gmail.com

The OCA is a small 
volunteer-based 
organisation 
of enthusiastic 
community members 
who have the 
community wellbeing 
at heart. Meeting 
monthly, we work 
towards bettering the 
Onerahi Community. 

Nuturing childcare for
babies to 6 years old

6 Lamb Road, Whangārei
Phone: 09 436 5544
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Rory Guiney is our Community Champion for October. A 
well known identity in Onerahi, Rory is recognised for his 
outstanding contribution to the community through three 
volunteer roles - he volunteers once a week at Raurimu 
Avenue School, does recycling at Ruawai and works for the 
Taimahi Trust in town. He was awarded recognition by the 
Mayor on 18 August at Taimahi. 

More about Taimahi
Taimahi Trust takes an innovative approach. They’ve 

established enterprises in sectors like retail, gardening, and 
hospitality, offering tailored opportunities for individuals with 
learning disabilities to learn and develop both practical and 
soft skills needed to be able to participate in the workforce. 
These experiences not only equip them with valuable work-
related abilities but also nurture their self-sufficiency and 
self-assurance.

Through the support of a grant from the Provincial Growth 
Fund, Taimahi Trust established a dedicated training 
academy featuring a commercial kitchen where the trainees 
produce baked goods such as pies, bread, fruit loaves, 
biscuits and hearty soups; a greenhouse where they grow 
herbs and running a retail outlet for these products where 
the trainees merchandise and serve customers. Another 
area that trainees are learning is the administration activities 

where they are 
learning skills such 
as administering 
inventory, 
administrative 
support using the 
Google Platform for 
the kitchen and the 
market and social 
media marketing. 
The Trust currently 
has 26 trainees 
in its programme 
supported by 
volunteer trainers 
and staff making 
an organisation of 
over 40 people.

Ultimately, Taimahi Trust is committed to offering 
meaningful work that translates into meaningful lives for 
individuals with learning disabilities. They’re making strides 
towards a future where everyone, irrespective of their 
abilities, can find purpose and fulfilment.
Taimahi Trust
19 Bank Street, Whangārei. Taimahitrust.org.nz

Community Champ Rory

The Honours Board
Thank you to those providing feedback about the 
Onerahi Honours Board. It appears our records did not 
capture our first two recipients, Mike Hoeta and Mike 
Dunn in 2008. 

We apologise for this and we are taking steps to correct 
this on the honours board. If we have made any other 

omissions or spelling errors please let us know by emailing 
ccoca@xtra.co.nz so that we can undertake the corrective 
work.

Onerahi Community Association

The Mayor came to acknowledge Rory’s work - photo by Wendy Giffin

Rory at work - provided by Taimahi Trust
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Expanding our range 
for your satisfaction

ONERAHI

Come and see our NEW Garden Centre!

Cnr Church and 
Whangarei Heads Rd 
Onerahi

436 3114

Save on Garden Plants with everyday multibuy deals

$498
each

$559
each

$998
each

$349
each2 

for
$9

2 
for

$10
3 

for
$24

5 
for

$15
Growfresh Pot
Assorted Vegetable Plants
10cm

Growfresh Pot
Assorted Herb Plants
10cm

Assorted 
Shrubs
10cm Pot

FloraViva
Flowering Colour
10cm Assorted

Assorted SKUs. Offer valid 1 September - 31 October 2023.
Not in conjunction with any other discount. While stocks last.

Assorted SKUs. Offer valid 1 September - 31 October 2023.
Not in conjunction with any other discount. While stocks last.

Assorted SKUs. Offer valid 1 September - 31 October 2023.
Not in conjunction with any other discount. While stocks last.

Assorted SKUs. Offer valid 1 September - 31 October 2023.
Not in conjunction with any other discount. While stocks last.

Hammer Hardware – we’re your local
Adair and Wayne bought the Onerahi Hammer Hardware 
in November 2022. They have been there nearly a year 
and are now making some changes from experience they 
gained owning two Mitre10 stores in the Eastern Bay of 
Plenty.

They have expanded the range another 30% to the point 
that 99% of customers now get what they come in for and 

they have reduced their prices to be more competitive with 
other Hardware and General merchandise stores so are more 
affordable to those customers who shop locally.

They are very excited about the year going forward. This 
month they are launching their new Garden Centre. There 
is new racking which has made it more spacious and has 
allowed for an increase in the range of seedlings and 
plants. "Customers are already noticing the difference when 
they shop in the garden centre. With it being the second 
and biggest month of Spring for planting – We hope that 
customers will visit us, see what we have to offer and take 
advantage of the specials." said Wayne.

Also, it’s a great month to buy the Vegepod growing system. 
These are fantastic systems, great for Growing Vegetables all 
year around, self-watering and draining, plus you can put the 
covers down to stop those pesky bugs eating your seedlings. 
There are 3 sizes to suit your needs.

If you are cleaning up for the weekend – don’t forget – 
Hammer Hardware Onerahi has always hired out trailers, they 
have caged and uncaged.

Adair and Wayne would like to thank everyone for their 
support over the last year. It has been a fantastic area 
to move into from the Eastern Bay of Plenty, and they 
look forward to seeing you shopping and supporting local 
business.
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When you contact us to arrange a funeral service for a 
loved one, you are usually in some degree of shock. That 
is what the death of someone we love and care for will do 
to you. Shock, or grief more particularly, slows you down, 
it cocoons you in numbness and disbelief. This is the body 
and mind's way of protecting you for a while. This is all 
perfectly normal.

You may also be overwhelmed by the situation; you may 
have had little experience of funeral planning and you 

just do not know what must be done. Who to contact, what is 
urgent and what can wait for a while?

It is at this point that you need professional help to 
assist and guide you through the journey ahead. You 
may be concerned about costs; you may have several 
preconceptions and a list of wishes and needs that you want 
attending to.

We are here to help you.
At Morris & Morris we have qualified and trained team 

members able to assist you 24 hours a day, 365 days a year. 
They are trained to walk with you and guide you through the 
journey ahead. The journey that takes you from the present, 
back through the past and into a new future.

It is important that you spend time looking back at your 
loved one’s life and achievements, this starts to make sense 
of the emotions you are feeling.

First contact with Morris & Morris

Morris & Morris FuneralsMorris & Morris Funerals

Caring, Corporate, Local & ProudCaring, Corporate, Local & Proud

Would youWould you  let an Accountant give you a filling? let an Accountant give you a filling?
Then why would you trust anyoneThen why would you trust anyone   

else with your loved ones farewell?else with your loved ones farewell?   
With over 75 years experience,With over 75 years experience,   

talk to the experts.talk to the experts.

09 437 5799 Whangārei /  09 437 5799 Whang rei /  09 439 8048 Dargaville09 439 8048 Dargaville   
www.morrisandmorris.co.nzwww.morrisandmorris.co.nz

ā

M E M B E R

75

By the act of remembrance, you honour your loved one and 
start to make sense of the future without them.

There are many choices that you will need to make, our 
funeral team will guide yout hrough this, make suggestions, 
listen to your wishes and advise the best options for you 
based on their experience

We understand this is a difficult time for you, and we are 
here to help. We will take care of all the documentation and 
legal paperwork. We promise to look after your loved one as 
if they were our own.

Most importantly 
we will assist you 
to create a funeral 
service that is 
meaningful to you 
and those who 
knew your loved 
one. Talk to the 
experts, Morris & 
Morris are here to 
help.

Morris & Morris 
Funerals Whangārei

Morris & Morris Funerals Dargaville
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www.whangareiairport.co.nz

• Helicopters: Operations
• Secure Parking provided by ‘Lock and Fly’

• Recreational Flight Training and Flying
• Aircraft Maintenance

• The Skyline Airport Café

Airline Services  
Linking to the World

Making good plans and sticking  
to them

Ciao, kia ora, and hello to everyone in Onerahi!   
The weather may have changed, yet it has left some lasting 

effects on the finances of our Whangārei District, and now 
more than ever we need to work together. 

Councillors have been working for some time on the 
District’s 2024-2034 Long Term Plan that sets the priorities, 
budget and outcomes for the community in the next 10 years. 

Monday to Friday: 5am to 5:30pm
Saturday: 5:45am to 2:45pm
Sunday: 5:45am to 5:30pm

OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK!!!
Pop in to see us and have a coffee!

It will be coming out to you for 
comment in March next year. 

Our discussions reinforced that 
we need to make sure we have reliable assets and services 
for all our community. That also means working out a fair way 
to find funds for them. We currently use rates, government 
subsidies and user-pays, and these sources are all very 
stretched. 

Global, national, and local situations out of our control are 
affecting our nation and our District and it is sobering. The 
things we use as a Council to build and maintain the District 
are harder to get, taking longer to get here and are costing 
more. At home we are facing inflation, weather events and 
skill shortages. 

Our job as a council is to soldier on, by making a good plan 
for the coming years, then working to it, and sticking together 
as a community. 

One challenge is finding the skilled people our partners 
and contractors need to serve our fast-growing community. 
In the next ten years we are predicting a high growth 
population, and there will be a huge number of people 
retiring. 

This year, month after month of severe weather has 
had an immense effect on our infrastructure. We need to 
get this repaired and find ways to reduce the scale of any 
future damage. This is causing challenging discussions for 
communities, councils, central government agencies and 
industry alike. 

We all acknowledge that everyone has a right to clean 
drinking water, sanitary waste disposal, safe roads, enough 
land to build houses on, a healthy environment and 
protection from severe weather events. 

This means we will need to develop a plan that the 
community agrees with and is willing to commit to, especially 
when times are tough. Whangārei District Council will be 
releasing more information between now and the start of the 
consultation, for the Long Term Plan in March 2024. 

To create a strong, reliable future for Whangārei we need to 
work together, looking for solutions and collaborating on this 
plan is a good way to start.

The Whangārei District Council's Family Fun Day 
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The Onerahi 
fours men 

have won a 
bronze New 
Zealand 
medal! Our 
Onerahi men 
won the 
Champ Fours 
for Northland 
and then went 
on to play 
for the New 
Zealand title 
in Auckland. 
They brought 
home a bronze 
medal after 
Gary Lawson beat them in the semi-final. Their names are 
Hugh Fidler, Warwick Edgar, Ian Bowick and Dean McMurchy. 
On 27 August the Northland Centre held their prize giving 
and the team was presented with a certificate for winning the 
Northland Champ Fours. 

GET YOUR FAMILY HISTORY 
PRINTED FOR PROSPERITY

Experienced, Professional and Affordable

Meg McIsaac
09 434 0096

022 641 9786

megan@megatype-publishing.co.nz

NORTHLANDS AERIAL SPECIALIST

SALES • SERVICE • INSTALLATION

UHF Aerial & Satellite • Freeview TV

FREEVIEW

MACK WILKINSON M: 021 992 974
W: www.tvas.co.nz
E. mack@tvas.co.nz

Over 30 Years Servicing Whangārei

Two Year Guarantee

• Domestic & Commercial • Radio/FM
• Campervan / Caravan Installs

National Bronze Win 
for our Bowlers

Ian Bowick, Dean McMurchy and Hugh Fidler 
receiving the Northland award. Absent was 
Warwick Edgar. Photo by Rose Tantau

Ian Bowick, Dean McMurchy, Hugh Fidler and Warwick Edgar with 
their bronze medals

Raurimu Avenue 
traffic calming
You may have already noticed the start of some 
construction works along Raurimu Avenue, particularly 
outside Raurimu Avenue School. 

 

Whangārei District Council are very pleased to be 
undertaking the installation of new traffic calming 

measures in the area and making improvements to the 
Raurimu Avenue School Kea crossing. These improvements 
have been in the pipeline since 2019 when a petition was 
brought to the Council by Raurimu School, signed by over 
220 residents and parents of students, concerned about 
speeding vehicles travelling past the school. 

Over the coming weeks there will be some minor 
disruptions and areas where parking will be restricted to 
allow two-way traffic flow. Whangārei District Council project 
manager Pete Watts expressed his enthusiasm, saying, 
"We are very pleased to be undertaking these important 
improvements, aimed at reducing traffic speed and ensuring 
the safety of residents and students travelling to and from 
Raurimu Avenue School. We are grateful to the school and 
residents for raising their concerns and are thrilled to see 
these improvements underway." 

 
From Amy Evergreen
Northland Transportation Alliance
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• New builds 
• Leak repairs 

• Hot water upgrades
• Maintenance

• Bathroom /kitchen renovations
• Commercial plumbing

For all your plumbing needs 
contact Brook today

Email: admin@h2ops.co.nz

H2O PLUMBING
SOLUTIONS

09 302 2282

www.h2ops.co.nz

Best Ever 
Season!

created a fun and enjoyable atmosphere for all players to be 
a part of” said Matt. 

The goal scoring was shared around the team, with four 
players in double digits for the season - Storm Edwards, Emily 
Hanmore (Captain), Pauline Zante and Lara Bennetto. With 
regards to the defence, the team have conceded on average 
less than one goal per game. The defence was led by the 
youngest and oldest players in the side, Jessica Dawson and 
Louisa Gritt, with Louisa only starting football last season.

Matt noted the work done by Eden Wynne off the field. 
“Eden is also the club’s Female Development Officer and she 
created two female only sides for the club – 10th and 12th 
grade teams, which she coached in addition to playing in the 
First Division.

Eden also organised a ‘Girls in Footie’ evening at Onerahi, 
where Onerahi registered players from five years old and up 
were able to mix and mingle with our senior side in some 
small-sided games the night before the women's world cup 
kicked off.”

If this team has inspired you, please consider joining the 
club as Onerahi Football Club welcomes any new players. 
Whether you want to play senior women’s football or junior 
or youth, the club will welcome you and find the right level 
for you to enjoy. The best way to get in touch is to contact us 
via the Onerahi Football Club’s Facebook page or email us at 
onerahifootballclub@outlook.co.nz

The Onerahi Football Club First 
Division women’s side has won the 
Northland women's competition, 
walking away with the sought-after 
league title. An amazing 12 out of 
12 games were played and won this 
season, with 119 goals scored and 
only 8 conceded. A photo of the 
team is on the front cover of the 
Orbit.

This is the first time in living 
memory that a senior team at 

Onerahi Football Club (in its 71 year 
history) has gone through a season 
undefeated. Matt Mathias, the 
Club President, told the Orbit “I am 
extremely proud of what they have 
done on the field.”

The amazing part of the story is that 
the team did not have a full time goal keeper. For each game, 
the players took turns spending half a game in goal. So - if 
someone reads this story and wants to give goalkeeping a 
crack in 2024, please get in touch with Onerahi Football Club 
and the club will assist with training you over the summer 
months prior to the start of the 2024 season.

“Corina Brown (Player/coach) and Bella Piper Jarrett 
(Player/Manager) should also be praised and acknowledged 
for the way they have coached and managed this side; and 

All the participants in the ‘Girls in Footie’ evening
Refer to the magazine cover for a photo of the winning side
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On the ninth of September a memorial rugby game was 
played in memory of my son Casey Smith in the pouring 
rain between Old Boys and Onerahi at the Onerahi rugby 
field. It is envisioned that this will be an annual game 
between the teams.

A minute's silence 
was held at the 

beginning of the game. 
It was awesome to see 
so many supporters and 
players turn up despite 
the weather. A beautiful 
taonga was carved in 
my son's memory and is 
engraved with the name 
of the winning team. In 
my eyes they were all 
winners. 
Casey grew up in Parua 

Bay and started off by playing soccer for Parua Bay before 
switching codes and playing junior rugby for Onerahi. Casey 
had a long sporting history in New Zealand before moving to 
Australia - in addition to playing senior rugby for Onerahi and 
Old Boys, he also played for Manaia, Pippiwai and Waimea in 
Nelson. He passed suddenly from a brain aneurysm in 2012 
while living in Australia. 

A huge thanks to Onerahi Rugby for hosting the match and 
providing kai. A special thanks to all those behind the scenes 
that made this happen. 

It wasn't just about my son, who played for both teams, 
but to bring everyone together and bond us all again. The 

Ph. 438 2644 (24 Hours)
Newberrys Funeral Home

Corner of Kamo Rd & Moody Ave, Kamo
admin@newberrys.co.nz

www.newberrys.co.nz

“Sometimes 
memories 

SNEAK out 
of my eyes 

and rOLL 
down my 

cheeks”

All-greatquotes.com

Generations of caring 
for our Northland families... since 1866.

Whangarei’s locally owned 
and operated funeral home. 

Caring, not corporate.

NOTE Whangārei 
Heads Road safety 
works 
Whangārei Heads Road has been affected by chip seal 

coming off the road and leaving smooth bitumen 
patches. Excess bitumen will be removed as soon as weather 
permits, and the road resealed. Warning signs and speed 
limits in the affected areas have already been reduced to 
30kph (Pepi Road to Solomon’s Point) and ‘Uneven Surface’ 
warning signs have been installed on the eastern side of 
Solomon’s Point and after the Parua Bay Tavern. Northland 
Transportation Alliance have notified that this higher level 
of traffic management will remain in place until ground 
temperatures increase enough for repairs to be carried out.

Memorial rugby game hot showers were 
very welcome for 
the muddy wet 
players after the 
game (I’m glad l was 
not washing the 
uniforms!!).

My heartfelt 
thanks, on behalf of 
my family, to every-
one for making it 
such a memorable 
day.

By Wendy Giffin

Casey with his mum, Wendy

The taonga and a display of a few photos

A minute’s silence before the second memorial rugby match in 
memory of Casey Smith. 

At the end of the game - a bonding circle of all the players 
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Calling all Christians!
There is a great opportunity to meet others who have the 
welfare and wellbeing of our beautiful suburb of Onerahi 

at heart. We meet once a month on the 2nd Tuesday 
from 7pm for just over an hour at the Raumati Cres 

Chapel, just opposite New World. Inquiries welcome – 
Hartley, 436-2355 or Ron, 430-7517.

KIWIKIDS
EARLY LEARNING CENTRE
KIWIKIDS
EARLY LEARNING CENTRE

Jacobson 
Engineering

Pick-ups for boats and 
trailers - 021 061 7356

96 Awaroa River Road
Phone Regan - 09 946 0711

Builder of boats & accessories
Aluminium repairs & maintenance

 Rod holders

 Hand rails

 Rocket launchers

 Steel trailer repairs

COMMUNITY
DIRECTORY

(From Page 7)
Scottish Country Dancing : 
Thursday, 7.30 – 10pm at the hall, 
$3 a session. Wear comfortable 
shoes, beginners welcome. Phone 
Fiona, 437-1817.

Seikukan (Karate) Club : Adults, 
non-commercial, non-competitive 
– Mondays 5.30 – 7.30pm, 
Thursdays 4.30 – 6pm, children 
4.30 – 5.15pm. $10 a month. 
Phone Bob, 436-0036 (home), or 
438-83838 (work).

Sit Fit : Mondays, 10 – 10.45am at 
the chapel behind the shops. Fun, 
keep-�t sessions for older people.

St James Presbyterian Church 
: 135 – 137 Onerahi Rd. 9.30am 
Sunday worship – all welcome. 
10am Wednesdays – Mainly Music. 
Phone Brian, 435-1554.

St Stephens Anglican Church : 88 
Church Street (behind the Airport) 
-  9.30am Sunday worship, all 
welcome. 10am Tuesdays – Mainly 
Music. Phone Mary, 436-0509.
$3 a session. New members 
welcome. Phone Margaret, 436-
0314. 

Tuesdays 
at the hall, 9 – 11am. Very social, 
$1 a session – six tables. Phone 
Alf, 436-0079.

Variety Music Group : 2nd and 
4th Saturdays, 6 – 10pm at the hall, 
$2 donation, bring a plate. 2nd 
and 4th Sundays 1.30 – 4.30pm – 
come and play, or just listen - $2 
donation. 
Phone Barbara, 437-0646. 

War Games : Table top, second 
Saturday of month, 9am to 5pm 
at the hall. First session free, then 
$6. Games last 2 – 3 hours. Phone 
Andrew, 436-2406.
www.whangareiwargames.org

to this feature please just email: 
onerahiorbit@xtra.co.nz

Onerahi Volunteer 
Fire Brigade 

Open Day and 
Monster Garage Sale 

Saturday 29th March 2014
Onerahi Station, 1 Handforth Street, Onerahi
Come along and take a look at what an important 

role we play in the Onerahi community. 

All new volunteers are welcome. 

Free Sausage Sizzle
Kitchen Fire Demonstration

Fire Trucks

Monster Garage Sale to raise funds for the Onerahi Sky 
Tower Challenge team, fundraising for Blood Leukaemia. 
If you have any items you can donate to this Garage Sale, 
please contact Brian on 021 930 951 to arrange pick up. 

NO DROP OFF!

0800 141 402
info@jop.co.nz • www.jop.co.nz  

/jopprint

And much more!
All work guaranteed

Business Cards
Flyers
Posters
Vinyl Labels
Books
Magazines
Letterheads
Folders
Invoice Books
Calendars
Pads
Rack Cards

»
»

»
»
»
»
»

»
»
»
»
»

design | print | distribution

It’s been a busy time for PBRRA, but so 
nice to be getting out into the sunshine! 

We held a community working-bee 
in Parua Bay Village on 30th July. 

Despite only a small turnout, we managed 
to get quite a bit done, particularly 
cleaning up the garden along the path 
from Ritchie Road to the school. Many 
thanks to Steph and Rob for the extra work 
they have done since, putting weedmat 
and mulch down, and planting out some 
rengarengas. It looks great. Please watch 
out for future working-bees – I know 
everyone is busy, but if you use and enjoy 
the pathways and gardens around the 

Village, and can spare a couple of hours to help out, we 
would love to see you. Watch this space and local Facebook 
pages for details. 

New Picnic tables… Please check out our new picnic tables- 
one is beside the new football field behind the school- this 
will be ready for use as soon as the field is open. 

The other is at the end of the Bowling Club car park- 
overlooking the area where the new skate park will be. We 
hope you enjoy using these over the coming summer. 

Civil Defence Response Group- We held a very successful 
POP-UP Civil Defence Stall at the Parua Bay Shops on Sat 
12th August. We had lots of interest, and it was great to 
chat to locals as they passed by. We were able to give out 
lots of civil defence info, and some freebies as well. We also 

PBRRA News –Parua Bay 
Residents and Ratepayers

had a raffle- for a 
grab-bag packed 
full of emergency 
supplies. This was 
drawn, and the 
lucky winner was 
Andi Podesta. 
Congratulations 
Andi, and thank 
you to all who 
supported us. We 
are also planning 
a larger scale 
Civil Defence 
Community Event – 
to be held Saturday 
11th November, 
at the Parua Bay School Hall. Please watch for further 
information in future newsletters, or local Facebook pages. 

We are currently looking for new committee members- If 
you are interested in joining PBRRA, can contribute just a 
few hours a month, and want to be involved in our wonderful 
community, please contact us on paruabayrra@gmail.com. 
Our AGM will be in November – please come along and hear 
what PBRRA is doing in your community. 

Thank you ☺ 
Barbara Green



12 October 2023       Onerahi Orbit  

Onerahi Orbit - May 2014 - Page 11

MP Phil is looking 
for a change

Phil Heatley, Whangarei’s Onerahi-based MP for 

He isn’t standing in the September 20th General 
Election – a decision which surprised many people.
“I’ve been doing it for 15 years and have enjoyed 
it immensely,” he told the Orbit. “It’s been the best 
time of my life and my family’s life. But I’m only 47, 
and that gives me time to get into something else – 
preferably in PR, and preferably related to one of my 
ministerial roles – ie �shing, aquaculture, or energy 
and resources.”
Phil won the Whangarei seat in 1999 with a majority of 
1,924. In 2011 his majority had climbed to 12,447 – a 
remarkable record for a National MP in a seat many 
people see as ‘working class.’
“Everyone knows everyone else around here and if 
you can build a good reputation they’ll support you,” 
he says. “You can’t get away with being a ratbag in a 
town like this.”
So wife Jenny, who is a nurse, daughters Nina (13) 
and McKenzie (8)  and son Bryn (14) are likely to see 
more of  their husband and dad in the future. And he 
still has four months to �nd that job. 

Hon Phil Heatley Onerahi 
Garage
Ph 09 436 5971

Open Saturday Mornings

PEPE’S
D A I R Y

09 436 3600

ONERAHI SHOPPING CENTRE
110a Onerahi Road, Whangarei

Mon-Fri:
7am - 8pm

Sat-Sun & Public
Holidays: 8am-8pm

Service with a Smile!
OPEN 

7 DAYS

“A PLACE JUST LIKE HOME”

Come in and see for yourself!

Simply Kids 
Multi-lingual Preschool

45 Waverly Street, ONERAHI

* Excellence * Quality 
* Education * Care

35 Kaka Street, Whangarei
T: 09 438 6416  M: 0274 999 493

www.neilmcleodupholstery.co.nz

The Heatley family – Nina, Jenny, McKenzie, 
Bryn and Phil, with the family pet, Eros.
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When things don’t go well!
We are here  
to care ...

offering ...
Accident and emergency care
Health checks and vaccinations
Trained veterinary nurses
Open 7 days
24 hour emergency care

Whangarei – 16-18 Maunu Road
Hikurangi – Cnr George & Park Sts
Onerahi – 165 Onerahi Road

PET CENTRES
PH 470 1060

Like us on Facebook       www.northvets.co.nz

Kia ora Koutou! 
I hope you are all making time to 

enjoy the early spring sunshine! One 
benefit of all the rain we’ve had this 
year is that it’s been a great season 
for getting plants into the ground, 
our plantings at home are looking 
very lush. With El Niño settling in, 
NIWA are predicting a drier summer 

for us on the eastern side of Northland so it’s good to be 
starting spring with good soil moisture and groundwater 
levels. 

I had a great adventure up Mount Manaia recently, 
supporting Manaia Landcare with their pest control lines. 
We had a fabulous day, and I learnt a lot about the work 
volunteers are doing to protect the forest and resident kiwi. 
I spend a lot of time sitting behind my computer, so it was a 
wonderful chance to get out in our beautiful backyard and 
help a good cause. 

With the arrival of Spring we are in the wind-down of winter 
sports. I help coach the Manaia Tigers 5&6 year olds, and I 
want to say a big thanks to Onerahi Football Club for another 
amazing season. The kids play against Onerahi teams at 
the beautiful local fields each Saturday, and it is always a 
morning of awesome community spirit. The OFC coaches and 

• Quality Jewellery and Timepieces
• Grandfather Clocks
• Designer Clocks
• Cuckoo Clocks
• Wall Clocks

SPECIALISTS IN 
Grandfather Clocks Service and Sales
Watch and Clock Repairs
Jewellery Repairs and Valuations

Stock images used. Products differ.

435 2145
531 Kamo Road, Kamo
www.graemejohnsonclocks.co.nz

GJGRAEME JOHNSON 
JEWELS  &  TIME

WATCHMAKER & JEWELLERS

parents welcome us 
warmly and, on the 
field, the players have 
loads of fun together. 
When our Manaia 
Tigers get older they 
often join the Onerahi 
Club, so its really 
great to be building 
the connections right 
from the start with 
our 5 year olds. Many 
thanks to all involved, 
I’m already looking forward to next season (but in the mean 
time I will enjoy slower Saturday mornings)! 

Enjoy Spring! Always happy to hear from you - amym@nrc.
govt.nz, or find me on facebook: Amy Macdonald – NRC 
Councillor.

Ngā mihi nui, 
Councillor Amy Macdonald
Northland Regional Council 
amym@nrc.govt.nz • www.nrc.govt.nz
Disclaimer – this is my personal opinion and not that of the 
Northland Regional Council

Northland Regional Councillor  
Amy Macdonald

To report pollution and environmental incidents call the 
24/7 environmental hotline: 0800 504 639
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112 Onerahi Road
Onerahi Shopping Centre
(Next to Pepe’s)

OPEN 6 DAYS A WEEK
MON to SAT 11.30am – 9pm

Chinese food
Drinks

Milkshakes
Take-aways

09 436 0958

Alisha Abbott 
and three other 

volunteer fire fighting 
crew attended a 
Qualified Firefighters 
course which equips 
them with the skills 
needed to take on 
leadership roles in 
the future. Alisha let 
the Orbit know about 
it:

“I joined Onerahi 
Volunteer Fire 
Brigade as a recruit 
in May 2019, along 
with my husband, 
Justin. Around the 
same time, there 
were two others who 
joined the brigade as 
recruits also, Kylee 
Mangu and David 
Moffat. The four of 
us have gone through 
all of our training 
together, including 
our Firefighter Recruits course in January 2020 and more 
recently, our Qualified Firefighters course. Our QFF course 
was held at the Fire and Emergency NZ National Training 
Centre in Rotorua. It was a grueling week, including many live 
fire scenarios. As tough as it was, we had some awesome 
experiences and we gained even further skills and experience 
to take back to our brigade and our community. The brigade 
has been a huge support for us also and since joining we 
have gained a second family.”

Scamming is back
Do you ever get those annoying phone calls from “Spark”, 
telling you that you have something wrong with your 
computer or/and internet? Yes, they are back.

Not only are those phone calls back, txt messages saying 
that you have a “TAX credit, please click on this website 

and enter your details” are back too, along with the emails that 
seem to come from a friend saying “can you help me please”.

Scamming is no longer limited to just that door to door 
salesperson, it is everywhere, so much so for the first quarter 
of this year New Zealanders lost almost $6M due to username 
and password theft, which is a 66% increase from the last 
quarter of 2022. https://www.cert.govt.nz/about/quarterly-
report/quarter-one-cyber-security-insights-2023/

This year, CERT NZ has seen scammers setting up malicious 
websites and using key search terms to ensure their website 
appears high in the results of search engines, like Google. 
These websites usually mimic large organisations like banks, 
investment firms or large exporters. So, to combat these 
please double/triple check all websites, and if you regularly go 
to your bank website, do make sure it is the legitimate bank 
website first, as I have always said to my clients, there is no 
harm in asking your trusted IT person, or even the bank just 
make sure they haven’t changed anything.

The most important aspect of scamming, is be observant 
to change, if you are tired do not surf the internet (tiredness 
is a winner for successful scammers), and do not tell anyone 
your passwords for your banking or secure websites. If you can 
change your passwords, please do this at least twice a year, 
and always clear your browsing history.

Again, if you have any questions, always contact your friendly 
IT person, as they want to make sure you are safe too.

Volunteer fire crew

The first time the four of us were on a call all together.

A training exercise during our QFF course
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Onerahi
Pharmacy
116 Onerahi Road
Phone: 09 436 0567
www.onerahipharmacy.nz

admin@onerahigarage.co.nz
1 CHURCH ST, ONERAHI

09 436 5971

WOF, REPAIRS, SERVICING, CAMBELTS, TYRES, 
BATTERIES, BRAKES, WELDING, NEW TRAILER  SALES, 

PICK UP/DROP OFF,  COURTESY CARS

sales@scootersply.co.nz

27 Union East Street, Whangarei

Phone 438 6565
•Construction Ply/Claddings •Marine Ply 

•Acrylics/Plastic •Kitchen Hardware 
•Cut Sheets/Cutting Service •Interior Ply 

•Seconds Plywood •Melamine/Melteca •Veneer 

Wai A Ariki News

Onerahi community 
food forest
Our wonderful Wai A Ariki food forest and community 

garden in Onerahirahi are cared for by Kaitiaki and people 
who stroll through and stop to pull some weeds. Recently we 
had a visit from the Towai gardening group. After a whakatau 
our Kaitiaki, Buck Beech -Cullen, led them on a guided tour 
sharing his passion and wealth of knowledge.

Moth Plant - Keep alert
With summer on the doorstep the Moth Plant Vine 

continues to thrive. Keep a look out for the lovely white 
flowers. Best to remove the vine now before the pods arrive 
in March. Thanks to all who have done so much to repress 
this pest so far. Numbers are definitely diminishing. 

Spring Greetings to all from Chrissie and the Onerahi 
Weeds Group Team.

Wendy’s Wild Weeds
Spring is definitely here with bulbs flowering and fruit trees 

getting ready to produce. Many beneficial wild weeds are 
appearing. It's wonderful that so many of these plants have 
many uses both as food and as medicines.

Gorse (Ulex europaeus), love it or hate it, but it has many 
uses. It's a great soil nitrogen fixer and also helps stabilise 
erosion. The flowers have a lovely scent and can be eaten 
or used as a tea. It makes great firewood too. Traditionally, 

our ancestors used it for a variety of ailments such as sore 
throats etc.

Speed Well (Veronica persica) with its pretty tiny blue and 
white flowers is everywhere. It is full of vitamins and, as it is 
astringent, it is good for wound healing. Use it in teas, salads, 
soups etc.

Chickweed (Stellaria media) is a familiar little and bright 
green plant with soft furry stems and tiny white flowers. It 
contains a lot of vitamins plus zinc, selenium, calcium and 
potassium. Use it in salads and sandwiches.

As always, please do your own research and identification 
of any plants you may wish to try.
By Wendy Giffin

Chickweed Speed Well Gorse
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We’re sure people noticed the colorful recycling bags at 
the Onerahi Hall during the Matariki celebrations this 
year. 

This is the ‘Wasteless’ system developed by Kate Percy 
and Jo Roberts which uses a hanging bin system that 

allows users to easily see the options available to them when 
figuring out what bin their waste goes into. 

For the Onerahi Matariki hangi and movie evening at 
the hall, a massive 76% of the total waste generated was 
diverted from landfill. Congratulations to everyone that took 
part and did the right thing. 

Kate says that “Wasteless is founded on the principle that, 
given the right opportunity, people want to do the right thing, 
and we’re here to help them”. 

When operating at an event, the bin stations are manned 
by the Wasteless team who are there to help, encourage and 

We are having an open day on Labour Day, Monday 23rd 
October. If you are interested, and are looking to join a 

sports social club, come down and inspect or have a roll with 
the bowls, no obligation. Contact the members below with 
any questions. 

Onerahi Bowling club is situated at 35 Alamenin Ave. The 
club was first opened in 1953 so we are now 70 year’s 
old. This council complex has two rugby fields, including a 
softball pitch. The bowling club has two greens, one Astroturf 
(synthetic), and one grass green which will soon be replaced 
with a carpet to allow all year bowling. 

This has been a very successful club, producing some 
top players to represent Northland and New Zealand. It has 
a good pedigree. The club also runs a very popular twilight 
bowls on Wednesday evenings during the summer. There is 
Roll Up every Tuesday and Thursday afternoons for members 
to get out of the house and enjoy a couple of hours bowling 
and socializing.

The club is available for hire. It accommodates Lions and 
Probus Organisations, and other social occasions such 
as Christmas and birthday celebrations. We have a well 
equipped kitchen and bar with good seating areas. We are a 
very friendly club!
by Allan Westlake, Onerahi Bowling Club President
Contacts: 
Allan Westlake 021437591
Ian Bowick 0212328814
Graham Mackinnon 0274916648
Glenn Baker 0212547304 

The results are in!

educate people on what goes where and what happens to 
the waste.

For improving your own event waste management, contact 
Wasteless on Facebook and instagram @wasteless.nz, or 
email Kate and Jo at wasteless.nz@gmail.com

The Airport Cafe
Regular users of ‘The Apron’ Cafe at Whangārei Airport 

will no doubt have seen that Becky and Mel are no 
longer working from the airport facility. We would like to say 
thank-you, and wish them all the best for whatever is ahead 
for them. Their tenure of five years certainly would have 
had its difficulties with COVID affecting aircraft operations 
particularly hard. See the advert on pg 7.
Mike Chubb - Airport Manager

Bowling Open Day - 10am-3pm, October 23

Bowlers at the Onerahi Bowling Club. Photo by Rose Tantau
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Tree Care Specialists
www.treework.co.nz Branching Out Tree Care Ltd

09 436 4466
www.treework.co.nz

Mobile: 027 565 7794 or 0508 ARBORIST 
(272 67478)Email: p_r.gosling@xtra.co.nz

Consultants, Practioners & Data Collection

• All Aspects of Tree Work
• Complete Removals & Cleanup
• Experienced & Qualified Crew
• Horticultural Industry Trainer
• Stump Grinding
• Public Liability Cover
• Chipping & Mulching
• Specialist Climbing Team

• Large and Difficult Trees
• Single or Massive Projects

• Will beat other Quotes by 5%

Qualified Arborist
Ambassador for Trees - NZ

Arborists - Tree Surgeons
Phone us for prompt, personal services & quality workmanship

PAUL GOSLING - ARBORIST

A few years ago l visited Niue island and stayed in Aloife...
it was an amazing experience and a place l will definitely 
visit again. 

If you like a laid back holiday with beautiful scenery, friendly 
people, stunning views, awesome clean clearwater to 

snorkel in; then Niue is the place to go. A highlight for me was 
visiting a man replanting a food forest. He talked to me about 
the ways of his old people and showed me an underground 
cave from his grandparents day where they kept food cool. It 
was so interesting. He had a pet bat which the photo shows 
me holding. A few years ago a cyclone did a lot of damage to 
the island and people moved inland from the coast. 

The humpback whales can be seen breaching from the 
shore. There are no sandy beaches as the island is the 
world's largest coral atoll. There are some amazing places to 
swim and snorkel and the different fish and beautiful corals 
are stunning. Even sea snakes swim with you. The food is 
lovely, fresh fruits such as pawpaw, coconuts, bananas etc. 
One memory that really stands out are the 24/7 rooster 
alarm clocks!!

There was one supermarket on the island with a supply 
ship coming every few weeks. We were allowed to bring 
certain foods with us which was good. There are the markets 
to go to on certain days. You have to be quick if you want to 
try the various foods.

You can hire a car, which we did, and l got my Niuen driver’s 
licence, which was valid for a year. You have to drive slowly 
as the roads are full of potholes and roosters and hens and 
snoozing friendly dogs. The scenery is different all around 
the island and there are some amazing walks. The coral 

Niue holiday

and limestone wears the soles of your shoes down quickly. 
There’s one "posh" resort on the island which has activities 
you can join in. I went to one to learn more about the uga/ 
coconut crab. They are really large and can also run fast.

There are ginormous spiders which you come upon 
suddenly hanging in webs. So much to see and do here l will 
be back.

Thank-you Niue for an amazing time
Wendy Giffin

Let us know if you'd like to share your adventures/holidays. 
Email megan@megatype-publishing.co.nz
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The concept of Onerahi’s ‘Market of the Common Good´has 
grown organically over the years. For us at St Stephen’s 

the ‘Market of the Common Good’ follows the ‘Season of 
Creation’ month in our church calendar - where we are 
encouraged to wonder at the connectedness of the created 
world, wonder how we might learn to tread more lightly - and 
learn how to be better stewards for future generations.

Our team has wanted to pull together to ‘re-localise’ 
and support our local people, support strategies to help 
overcome the financial and psychological trauma of 
our collective COVID experience, create a space for our 
community to reconnect, celebrate and maybe try some low-
risk income-generating business. 

In an era dominated by increased connectivity and large 
corporations, the importance of local businesses cannot 
be overstated. 

This sentiment is particularly pertinent when it comes to 
utilising local tradespeople. Plumbers, roofers, builders, 

maintenance workers, groundskeepers, electricians, 
painters, and cleaners—these skilled professionals form the 
backbone of our communities and offer benefits that extend 
far beyond their immediate services. 

Beyond their technical skills, they foster community 
cohesion, provide personalized service, and contribute to the 
overall well-being of our neighbourhoods. 

A fresh approach to after-death care and funeral arranging

Contemporary and natural solutions, o�ering choice,
facilitating creative, personalised family led funerals

that truly re�ect the uniqueness of every life.

Phone 09 988 9503 | 7 Dickson Road, Whangārei
info@graceful.co.nz   |   www.graceful.co.nz

Proud to be independent and locally owned

Market of the Common Good
We’re hoping that our market will be fun, affordable and 

tasty…..and will successfully divert a bunch of really good 
pre-loved stuff away from the land-fill!

So come along - haere mai! 
Make a real difference this election day! 

Saturday 14 October, 1-5pm; St Stephen’s Church, 88 Church 
Street, Onerahi

Kids blanket stalls are free, stalls $5, car boot sale, baking 
from Koha Cafe, jams and preserves. 

Contact - Frances 021 035 0297.

Supporting local 
tradies

So, the next time you are in need of a plumber, roofer, 
builder, or any other skilled tradesperson, consider looking 
within your community to find professionals who are not just 
adept at their work, but are also invested in the fabric of your 
local life.
By Grant Harrison
OCA President

Collier & Jones
DENTURE CARE

OLD DENTURES
4 Relined
4 Repaired
4 Cleaned

09 438 8076 / 114a Bank St, 
(Opp Jimmy Jacks)

• Free Examination • No Obligation • Quality Assured • 
• Eftpos Available • Winz Quotes •

NEW DENTURES
Whatever your needs are
in the way of dentures, talk 
to us!
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Lawn Mowing by your Local Expert
• RESIDENTIAL MOWING
• COMMERCIAL MOWING
• HEDGES & PRUNING
• GARDENING / SPRAYING
• SECTION CLEAN-UPS
• RUBBISH REMOVAL
• GUTTER CLEANING
• ALL WORK GUARANTEED

Phone 0800 454 654 
BOOK ONLINE at www.jimsmowing.co.nz

Fully Insured and Security Checked for your peace of mind

Call for an appointment or book online

Mon 11am - 4pm 
Tue 9am - 5pm 
Wed 9am - 7pm
Thurs 9am - 5pm 
Fri 9am - 6pm 

1379 Whangārei Heads Rd. Parua Bay

www.joyatthebay.com 
Phone 436 5002 

135 Onerahi Road • Offi  ce: 438 1667 
Minister: Howard Carter 027 750 8602

Sunday Worship @ 9.30am. All Welcome!
Sit Fit $5 – Monday 10.30am • Hope Onerahi Church Hall 

‘Use it or Lose it’ - Contact Bett Harvey 021 208 6719
Mainly Music in the Church Hall – Every Wednesday 

10am (during school term). By donation 
Contact Nancy Dodds - 436 1444

021 892 770 • www.douglasroo�ng.co.nz 
Email: admin@douglasroo�ng.co.nz

 • New Roofs • Re-Roofs • Roof Repairs • Spouting

Call Douglas 
Roo�ng for your 

FREE, 
no obligation 

quote

Kia ora koutou,

As part of a review around our 
school kaupapa we have been 

taking a closer look at school values. 
We, like you, love it here and want to 
see Onerahi thriving. The values we 
agree on as a community underpin 
the learning and behaviour at our 
kura. This has led to many interesting 
conversations and in this issue, we 
would like to share with you our journey 
so far.

We began this process by collecting 
the values that our kaimahi and tamariki 
identified as important. Examples of the 
types of prompts asked were, “What 
do you value in yourself?”, “What do 
you value in your friends?”, and “What 
do you value in a teacher?” As you can 
imagine there was a wealth of responses. We then summarised and grouped these 
responses, including them as options in our community survey.

The ten values presented were:
• Manaakitanga - caring, compassion, kindness
• Ngākau aroha - empathy, unconditional love
• Ngākau pono - integrity, honesty
• Ngākau whakaute - respect
• Tino Rangatiratanga - courage, autonomy, self-direction
• Manawaroa - resilience, perseverance
• Manawa Reka - curiosity, inquisitive
• Ngākau Kaitiaki - responsibility, seeking balance and harmony
• Whānaungatanga - teamwork, collaboration, inclusion, connections
• Kotahitanga - unity, togetherness, holistic, collective action

What rich discussions can be had around prioritising these! At the time of writing, 
this survey is still live and can be found on our Facebook page, through ClassDojo, 
and our Skool Loop app. We will be taking the results of this survey and picking 3 to 
4 values that will be our focus going forward.

With our new values in place, examples of what these values look like in action 
will be developed with our tamariki. Plans for how to teach these values and to 
recognise people who are displaying them, will quickly follow. We strongly believe 
that kura play an important role in healthy communities. Thank you for supporting 
us and contributing to our growth.
Ngā manaakitanga,
Danny Hamilton
Tumuaki Tuarua / Deputy Principal
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Onerahi School cross country team
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We have had some beautiful late winter, early 
spring days at Parua Bay and the children have 
been enjoying getting outdoors and active.

A big thank you to our community who have 
supported the annual Daffodil Day Appeal. 

Children brought in their donations and placed 
them on some beautifully decorated hearts and flowers 
raising close to $500 to support the Cancer Society. 

Another successful event was our school cross country, 
which saw children of all ages racing around our local area. 
The children showed great resilience and determination. 
Many students qualified to compete in the Interschool event 
at Barge Park, where we continued to see great results with 
some students placing first and second within their races. 

Our Year 5 and 6 students visited Matakohe/Limestone 
Island this week where DOC Ranger Jo Skyrme showed 
students around and explained how the island is steeped 
in history. This was a great opportunity to localise our 
curriculum, learning about our past and how the island is 
playing such a vital role in protecting our native plant and 
animal species for the future. 

Our staff, whānau and tamariki have all been involved in 
some amazing lessons delivered by the Ministry of Education, 
around emotion coaching. These lessons are aimed at 

Parua Bay School Report

developing emotional intelligence so that students are 
better equipped to recognise and manage their emotions, 
particularly during adolescence. 

Our senior kapa haka group have an upcoming noho 
arranged for this term, where students will stay at school 
overnight and practice games and waiata for the upcoming 
festivals in Term 4. It is also a great opportunity for us to 
connect with whānau and learn about their aspirations for 
their children and how we can localise our curriculum to 
make learning more meaningful for our ākonga.

We invite you all to come and join us for our school 
fundraiser on the 22nd October from 9am to 1pm at the 
school. We will have arts and crafts within the hall and a car 
boot sale in the carpark with plenty of delicious treats from 
our food trucks. See you all there.
Mark Ashcroft - Principal
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UPCOMING DATES AND EVENTS
9 September till 11 
November

Latin America and Spain Film Festival: Free event that aims to bring together Latin American, Spanish, and other New Zealand communities. 
For more info, see https://oneonesix.nz/, phone 09 430 0571 or email info@mwhg.org.nz

Friday 6 October Quiz night to support Troy to the paralympics - Doors open at 6, quiz starts at 6:30; MacKay Stadium, 97 Western Hills Drive, register with 
anna@parafednorthland.co.nz 

Saturday 7 October Onerahi Cemetery Work Hour - A clean up of the cemetery starting at 10am. Please express your interest by contacting Chrissie at Onerahi 
Weeds Group 021 353 792 or Onerahiweedsgroup@gmail.com

Saturday 14 October Market of the Common Good: Kids blanket stalls free,  stalls $5, car boot sale, baking from Koha Cafe, jams and preserves. Contact Frances 
021 035 0297. At St Stephen’s Church, 88 Church Street, Onerahi: 1-5pm. Refer to page 14 for details

Sunday 22 October Parua Bay School Gala - We invite you all to join us from 9am to 1pm at the school. We will have arts and crafts within the hall and a car boot 
sale in the carpark with plenty of delicious treats from our food trucks. 

Sunday 22 October Onerahi Primary School fundraiser - We will have arts and crafts within the hall and a car boot sale in the carpark with plenty of delicious 
treats from our food trucks. From 9am to 1pm at the school 

Monday 23 October Labour Day - public holiday

Monday 23 October Onerahi Bowls Open Day - if you want to give bowling a go, come come on over and meet us/have a look around, or have a roll with the bowls, 
no obligation. 10am - 3pm at the Bowling Club, 35 Alamenin Ave. Contact Allan Westlake (021 437591), Ian Bowick (021 2328814), Graham 
Mackinnon (027 4916648) or Glenn Baker ( 021 2547304)

29 October & 26 November The Craft Market, Onerahi - Arts and Crafts only, no food. Held at the Comfort Hotel, Flames, 8 Waverley Street, Onerahi on the last Sunday of 
every month, 8am – 12pm; $20 a space, register to exhibit at functions@flameshotel.co.nz or call 09 436 1539

Tuesday 31 October Halloween or All Saints' Eve: A celebration observed on the eve of All Hallows' Day. It begins with the observance of Allhallowtide, the time to 
remember the dead, including saints (hallows), martyrs, and all the faithful departed.

Monday 6 to Sunday 19 
November 

The Silver Festival: The programme has been extended over two weeks to make it easier for more seniors to participate in more events. Pick 
up a programme from the council offices closer to the time.

Saturday 11 November Parua Bay Civil Defence community event - At the Parua Bay school hall. More information closer to the date will be available on the PBRRA 
Facebook page.

Sunday 12 November Diwali Festival: The Hindu festival of lights which symbolises the spiritual "victory of light over darkness, good over evil, and knowledge over 
ignorance. 

REGULAR EVENTS
Jolly Dodgers Scooterers The Jolly Dodgers scooter group - If you are keen to join up call Wendy on 021 031 7781 or Denise on 022 087 4955

Matakohe/ Limestone Island Volunteers Matakohe/ Limestone Island volunteer day is on the first Wednesday of every month. The group leaves from the Onerahi Jetty at 9 
am. Volunteers work on a variety of jobs to suit whatever volunteers feel like doing. A happy bunch! Bring your lunch. Home by 2 pm. 

Men-Tall mental health support Monthly Barbershop chats - every third Monday of the month, from 6 30pm, at Brothers barbers in Kamo. A support group for men 
dealing with everyday struggles. Contact Josh MacFarlane, 021 0255 1594 or josh.macfarlane@mentall.org.nz

Onerahi CoastLine Action Group Volunteers meet for an hour per week (currently on Sunday evenings, 7- 8 pm). Would you like to join us? Contact Valerie Green-
Moss 021 067 2760 or Brian McLachlan 436 3660.

Onerahi Sit-Fit Hope Onerahi Church, 137 Onerahi Road, Mondays 10.15 am

Onerahi Hall market
Every Saturday 8 am-12 pm. Plants, garden produce, jams/pickles, art/craft, 2nd hand goods etc. Inside stall fees $11; Outside 
stall fees $8; Kids stall fees - inside $5, outside $4. Book your place at the Christmas Twilight Market on Wed 20 Dec 4-7pm. Phone 
Jenny (09) 436 0009 (preferably in the evening). 

Repair Cafe Volunteers will repair most things for a koha. Every third Saturday of the month, 1.30 - 4pm, Reyburn House at the Town Basin. For 
more info, look at the Facebook page or email karen@force.org.nz.

The Craft Market, Onerahi
Held at the Comfort Hotel, Flames, 8 Waverley Street, Onerahi on the last Sunday of every month, 8am – 12pm (set up from 7am). 
Arts and Crafts only, no food. $20 a space, tables available to hire for $10. Flames Coffee Shop serving hot food, breakfasts and 
cabinet food on site and open until 2pm. Register to exhibit at functions@flameshotel.co.nz or call 09 436 1539

Whangarei Scottish Country Dance Club The Scottish Country Dance Club meets every Thursday at the Onerahi Community Hall at 7.30pm. All are welcome. If you want to 
know more before arriving, call Fiona on 437 1817

Want your free community or sporting activities highlighted here? Let us know when and where by emailing onerahiorbitmagazine@gmail.com
Onerahi Orbit is not responsible for any events listed here that are cancelled for any reason.  

Please check with local event organisers to see if the event is confirmed or cancelled


