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Alisha Abbott and Justin Rankin fight the 
blaze. Photo: supplied by Onerahi Volunteer 
Fire Brigade

When Alisha Abbott 
accompanied her 
husband to a volunteer 
firefighter information 
night, she wasn’t 
expecting to sign up as 
well. 

 “I had been trying to 
get him to join for a while 
and when we checked it 
out I decided to give it a 
go.” 

Six months down the 
track and the pair is one 
of two married couples 
in the Onerahi Volunteer 
Brigade and Abbott is 
only one of five females 
actively engaged in the 
team.

According to Onerahi 
Deputy Fire Chief - Brian 
Redwood, there is 
one other recruit; Kyle 
Mangu and three female 
firefighters; Carmen 
Howearth, Korina Preston 
and Jessica Grey. “Julie 
Redwood is our secretary 
and treasurer.”

Employed as a dental 
practice manager 
during the day, Abbott is 
fortunate enough to leave 
if her pager goes off and 
an emergency arises.  

She was part of the 
team that went out to 
the fires along Abbey 
Caves Road and says 
the Onerahi volunteers 
spent over four hours 

working on extinguishing 
the blaze, from around 
4pm until about 8:30pm. 
“Once we had finished, 
we still needed to go 
back to the station and 
clean up then we were 
back in the morning to 
complete the clean up,’ 
she says. 

While the brigade 
currently has a sufficient 
amount of volunteers in 
the team, Redwood says 
that there is always room 
for more recruits to join 
the waiting list.

According to Fire 
Chief, Mike Chubb, while 
most people expect 
the jobs to only involve 
fire emergencies, the 
volunteer fire service also 
handles a wide variety 
of call outs including 
resuscitation; “We are 
often able to get out to 
emergencies quicker 
than an ambulance and 
we are trained to perform 
CPR, while we wait for an 
ambulance to arrive.” 

If you would like to join the Onerahi 
Volunteer Fire Brigade or learn more 
about how to keep your home fire safe, 
visit the Onerahi Volunteer Fire Brigade 
Facebook page or call 09 436 9001. 

Saving lives

Lisa Struneski

 021 646 768
Mike Pero Whangarei   
09 438 6064  |  https://whangarei.mikepero.com
 4 Cameron Street, Whangarei 

Call Lisa,   your local agent –  
great experience and top results!

    
Call me now and get SOLD!

Mike Pero Real Estate Ltd Licensed REAA (2008)

Page 13: Kiwi receives 
unique name

Page 2: Tuia 250 Flotilla 
travels through harbour
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Give your
tastebuds
a special

night out…

 
 

 

8 Waverley St, Onerahi – 436 2107 – info@flameshotel.co.nz
www.flameshotel.co.nz

Open 7 Days a Week from 5:30pm
Closed Public Holidays
Make a Booking Now

With inspiration from around the 
World, we are delighted to include the 

authentic tastes of Mediterranean, 
East & West creating an exciting 

Fusion of cuisines.

NEW MENUNEW MENUNEW MENUNEW chefNEW CHEFNEW CHEF Jacobson 
Engineering

96 Awaroa River Road

PHONE REGAN
09 946 0711 • 021 061 7356

Builder of boats & accessories
Aluminium repairs & maintenance

 Rod holders

 Hand rails

 Rocket launchers

Local students experience history

The Waka hourua - Haunui sails past Rat Island. Photo: Tony 
Mullinger

Spirit of New Zealand. Photo: Tony Mullinger
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The Onerahi Orbit covers the Onerahi, Parua Bay, Whangarei 
Heads and Pataua South communities. 
Produced by the Onerahi Community Association every two 
months, it has a print run of 5000 copies and a readership 
of about 12,500.  Printed by Jeff Oliver Print.

Follow us on Facebook 
www.facebook.com/onerahiorbit

Editor: Lucy Mullinger 
Email:  onerahiorbit@hotmail.com

Advertising: Shona Beeston 027 654 3999
Design: Megan Lavin-McIsaac 022 641 9786
Accounts: Rose Tantau 438 5499
Deliveries: Bob Smith 436 3681

Tāwhirimātea sent gusts of 
cold wind across the harbour, 
prior to the entrance of the 
Tuia 250 flotilla to Onerahi, 
which was welcomed by 
hundreds of local school 
children.

Students from Onerahi, 
Whangārei Heads, Raurimu 
Avenue and Parua Bay 
Primary School initially 
braced themselves against 
the wind, but performed a 
rousing and emotional haka, 
once the boats began to turn 
the corner into the bay. 

The Tuia 250 
commemorates 250 years 
since the first onshore 
meetings, which eventually 
led to the settlement of 
Aotearoa.

The flotilla consisted of 
waka hourua (double-hulled 
canoes), the Haunui and 
Ngahiraka Mai Tawhiti, as 
well as the Fa’afaite i te Ao 
Mā’ohi, a va’a moana from 
Pape'ete, Tahiti. Three tall 
ships were also part of the 
group, these included; the 
HM Bark Endeavour replica 
from the Australian National 
Maritime Museum in Sydney, 

The R Tucker Thompson and 
the Spirit of New Zealand.

The Tuia 250 voyage 
travelled around the country, 
visiting sites of historic and 
cultural significance, giving 
people the chance to learn 

more about Aotearoa, New 
Zealand’s vast navigation 
history. The journey began in 
Whangaparaoa on September 
28 and will conclude in Te 
Māhia, at the top of the South 
Island, on December 18. 

To find out more about 
the event, visit mch.govt.nz/
tuia250. Alternatively, you 
can ‘like’ the Onerahi Orbit 
facebook page to view videos 
and more photos. 

R Tucker Thompson. Photo: Tony Mullinger The HMB Endeavour replica passes through the channel. Photo: 
Lucy Mullinger
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Invites you to our

14 December 2019 • 9am till 1.30pm
Sherwood Park, Onerahi 

Stalls galore, face painting, 
Bouncy castle AND merry go round!

Kapa haka, carol singing and lolly scramble!  
Decorate your bike or mobility scooter and win a prize!.

Kiwi Breeze band, food stalls 
AND rumour has it... Santa will arrive at noon!

Bring the family and celebrate!
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decorate their bikes 
and showcase them 
on a lap around the 
basketball court, with 
judging taking place 
at 11:30am from the 
Community house. 
Prizes will also be 
awarded for the best 
decorated mobility 
scooter, so the adults get a 
chance to win prizes as well. 

A wide range of stalls 
will also be on display at 
Sherwood Park, next to 
New World; with everything 
from arts and crafts, 
community raffles and face 
painting. Children will also 
be entertained by a bouncy 

castle, merry-
go-round and 
games that 
will take place 
throughout 
the day. 
There will be 
a wide range 
of food stalls 
and sausage 
sizzles, to 
feed the 
whole  
family. 

Whangarei Heads 
COUNSELLING

with 
Beth Henderson

B.A. Psychology, 
Master of Counselling (Massey University), 
Member of NZ Association of Counsellors.

Beth o� ers respectful, caring and con� dential counselling 
over a range of issues such as depression, grief, anxiety, 

relationships and much more. She counsels all ages.

Tel: 021 299 9642
email: beth48950@gmail.com

New Day Café
where      you’ll meet    the locals

Enjoy our delicious breakfasts and lunches, 
or our homemade cakes with a fresh coffee 

or a glass of wine.

1387 Whangarei Heads Rd, Parua Bay Shopping Centre (opp school)

Opening Hours:
Wed – Fri  8.30am to 3pm

 Sat – Sun  9am to 3pm

Ph: 09 436 0184

Enjoy our delicious breakfasts and lunches, 
or our homemade cakes with a fresh coffee 

Santa Claus  
is coming  
to town!

It wouldn’t be Christmas 
in Onerahi without Santa 
throwing lollies from the back 
of a fire truck - and 2019 is 
no different. 

While the parade has been 
cancelled this year, due to 
changes to local government 
regulations, there will still 
be a range of celebrations 
taking place in the township 
on December 14th from 
9am. 

“Unfortunately Onerahi 
has no by-pass roads and 
the traffic flow to and from 
the Whangarei Heads area 
has more than trebled in the 
last few years,” says Onerahi 
Community Association 
secretary, Leonie Robertson.  
“With Onerahi Road being 
the only road to the airport, 
the decision was made to 
have one big celebration at 
the park.”

This year, local students 
will be given the chance to 

Entertainment will be 
provided by the Kiwi Breeze 
Band and a performance 
by Heads Up Adventures on 
the skate ramp as well as a 
display by Skatescool, on the 
Basketball Court.

Onerahi and Raurimu 
Avenue School students 

ABOVE: Santa entertains the crowds. Photos: Rose Tantau

will also perform kapa haka 
at 10.30am and 11.30am 
respectively and Santa will 
turn up at 12pm. 
If you would like to book a stall 
for the event, contact Leonie 
Robertson on 09 436 1196. 
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We need delivery 
people to drop off 
the Onerahi Orbit 
in their local area. 
The Orbit comes 
out five times a year.  
If this sounds like 
you, or someone you 
know, please call Bob Smith on 09 436 3681.

PARUA BAY 
09 436 2740

1379 Whangarei Heads Road, Parua Bay 0174

Hours:
Mon-Fri: 7:00am – 7:00pm 
Saturday: 7:00am – 7:00pm 
Sunday: 8:00am – 7:00pm

WELCOME TO OUR  
FOUR SQUARE 

We’re proud to be part of the long-standing iconic 
Kiwi brand that has been the local for New Zealand 

communities since 1924.  

So whether you’re keeping it local, or on tour, we’re 
here to make it easy for you. Become a local, and 

shop where all Kiwis love to shop.  

Always welcome. Always local. Always Four Square.

When Marnie Muirhead 
moved to Parua Bay with 
her husband, to start a 
horticulture business, she 
soon came across other 
growers who could see a need 
for a local farmers’ market.

The Parua Bay Farmers’ 
Market, which includes 
fresh fruit and vegetables, 

eggs, artisanal bread and 
sausages, came to fruition, 
two years ago, and as it grew, 
it also began to feature local 
artisans who sell paintings, 
pottery, carvings or other 
wares. “The only criteria to 
be a vendor is that you must 
make, bake, grow or sew what 
you sell.”

Any stall that sells 
processed food is required to 
display a current food-grade 
certificate. 

There are also several 
suppliers that sell locally 
grown organic fruits and 
vegetables. “One features 
Cornish pasties, and another 
artisanal breads and baked 

treats. We now have a stall 
that sells both eggs and 
laying hens. And of course 
it wouldn't be a Parua Bay 
market if Shorty wasn't there 
selling his locally-made bacon 
and sausages.”

The market operates from 
November through to May, 
on the first and third Sunday 

Buy local at the Farmers’ Markets

Shorty sells delicious locally-made bacon and sausages. Photo: 
Marnie Muirhead

Starlight Organics with their beautiful fresh produce. Photo: 
Marnie Muirhead

VOLUNTEERS REQUIRED!  
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Gateway to the North

www.whangareiairport.co.nz

• Helicopter: TwinCoast 

• Secure Parking provided by ‘Lock and Fly’

• Recreational Flight Training and Flying

• Aircraft Maintenance

• The Apron Café

Scheduled Air Services 
Linking to the World

of every month.  It kicked 
off, this year, on Sunday 17 
November. 

“Eventually, we would like 
to grow into a weekly market 
during the same seasonal 
time frame, says Muirhead.

Throughout the season, the 
market may have as many as 
16 stalls and it operates from 
2-4pm.

If you would like to set up a 
stall in the car park, outside 
the Parua Bay Community 
centre, contact Marnie at 
paruabayfm@gmail.com for 
further information.

A range of delicious food is available at the markets. Photos: Marnie Muirhead
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Get your Pre Need Pack today 

Ph: 438 2644  
or email admin@newberrys.co.nz   

www.newberrys.co.nz

Have you had that difficult discussion with 
your family?

Do you have a Pre Need plan  
in place for your funeral?

Plan the farewell you would want with the 
funeral home that has been here  

since pioneering days.

Onerahi Orbit - May 2014 - Page 5

“Please cremate 
me. Don’t put me in 
the ground where 
someone may dig 
me up if you move 
house.” 

The team at 
Stardust will give me 
a dignifi ed farewell.

Want to get involved?
Here’s your chance!

CALMING IN 
BEACH RD?

Tuesday, May 27th, 7.30pm at 
the Onerahi Community Hall. 
That’s when the Onerahi 
Community Association has its 
AGM – and, once again, it will 
be a fun evening. 
Popular local musician Jimi Hart 
will serenade people as they take 
their seats; someone will win 
the tempting door prize; three 
Onerahi Orders of Merit will be 
handed over to the recipients; 
and an Onerahi Trivia Quiz will 
also come with prizes. Plus tea 
and coffee will be served after 
it’s all over. 
The $3 membership fee is 
payable at the door as you go 
in. 
The key part of the meeting 
will be the election of a new 
committee. 

Current chair John Ross is 
standing down, as is teenage 
member Sophie Short, who is 
heading for university. 
“We’d like some fresh faces 
on the committee,” said 
John, “and we’d like to see 
young people becoming more 
involved.”
The OCA runs the Community 
Hall and Community House for 
the council, owns and produces 
the Onerahi Orbit, liaises with the 
council on community projects 
and is responsible for doing all 
it can to bene�t members of the 
Onerahi community. 

available from the OCA of�ce 
in the Community House on 
Wednesday mornings and 
from Pepe’s Dairy. 

How blessed we are to have the 
endless mild summer (although 
those on tank water may think 
otherwise!) to enjoy and also 
prepare us for the cooler months 
to come.
The progress and designs carried 
out along the Beach Road 
foreshore are twofold - providing 
stability and protection from 
the harbour whilst becoming a 
boulder-style work of art on its 
own. Worth a look.
In keeping with this area it is 
apparent that speed and Beach 
Road go together - is it time for 
calming devices such as were 
recently completed in Ross 
Street?
Also now would be a good time to 
consider widening the road by the 
BBQ area, safely creating easier 
parking and access. This area is 
proving to be increasingly popular.
Don’t forget the AGM. Please 
contact me on 436-2180 (evenings)

Cr Sue Glen

ONERAHI COMMUNITY ASSOCIATION Inc

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING
Community Hall, 

7.30pm Tues May 27th 2014

Young and old (and others), men and women - 
come along and be a part of Onerahi’s future!

applications later in the year)
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Several months ago it was 
the middle of winter and 
my mobile office-caravan 
was out and about, early In 
the morning, in Tamaterau, 
Parua Bay and Urquharts 
Bay. Now, five-months later, 
the season has changed 
and spring is upon us, so 
we can reflect on the past 

year and anticipate the year 
ahead. 

According to statistics 
from the census estimate, 
the population has grown by 
approximately 2000 people 
per year and many of them 
are in the Onerahi and 
Whangārei Heads area. 

I recently requested 

comparative 
figures 
from the 
parliamentary 
library, ranging 
from the 2013 
census to last 
year’s census 
and it shows 
that Onerahi 
has grown by 
240, Pataua 
by 290 and 
Parua Bay by 
440 people. 

On one hand, this is 
a good thing because 
every household spends 
approximately $700 
or more, per week on 
food, transport and 
accommodation and that 
money circles throughout 
the local economy. 

A city that is growing 
will therefore encourage 
new-home builds, which 
accompany growth and 

provide rates’ 
revenue for the 
council. 

The challenge 
is to provide the 
infrastructure 
that needs to 
follow growth, 
such as; roads, 
water reticulation, 
broadband, school 
buildings, health 
funds, pedestrian 
crossings and 

refuse stations. 
Many of these services 

are already a challenge for 
the Onerahi and Whangārei 
Heads area. I discuss 
these issues every week, 
in Wellington, to help bring 
the necessary central funds 
into the region.

As another year ends, it 
remains my privilege to be 
your Minister of Parliament 
and I wish you all the best 
for an exciting new year.

BEE LINES

Welcoming the population increase
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BRUCE WEBB GLASS
Independent Glazier

438 4332 
027 492 2772

FAST PANE RELIEF SERVICE

Intersection improvements at 
Cartwright Road, street calming 
on Ross Street and the stormwater 
improvements and erosion control 
at the Lions’ Lookout on Church 
Street are nearly �nished.
The skateboard ramps at Sherwood 
Park were found to be health and 
safety risks. With the help of the 
Department of Corrections and 
the community, one ramp was 
demolished, and the savings made 
were used to repair the smaller 
ramp.
The Beach Road seawall 
reconstruction is expected to 
progress towards the Onerahi 
toilets by the end of May.
Construction is about to begin on 
the Bikes-in Schools cycle track 
at the Onerahi Primary School. 
Donations of money or bikes are 
welcome - contact me on 436 
3660.

Cr Brian McLachlan

Our apologies to the 
Onerahi Indoor Bowling 
Club for saying in our March 
issue they play on Thursday 
nights. Their club nights are 
Wednesdays, from 7.30 pm 
to 10pm. More info from Val 

Also, the phone contact for 
the Onerahi Market is Rose 

(Friendship Club) is at 436-

(027) 210-4060.

Progress on 
many fronts

CORRECTIONS

BOAT FOR 
SALE

Immaculate 40-
foot steel-hulled 
cruising yacht 
for sale. 55hp 

with all mod cons 
on board. Must 
be sold due to 
owner’s ill health. 
Whangarei-based. 
For more info or 
to inspect please 
phone the owner 
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Your strong local voice
in Wellington

MP for Whangarei
DR SHANE RETI

Big Changes for the 
Onerahi Christian 
Community Church

At the end of November, 
Pastor Ron and Ann Brewer 
concluded 14 years of 
ministry at the Onerahi 
Christian Community 
Church. Ron and Ann have 
worked tirelessly and 
are commended for their 
dedication and tenacity. This 
is a sad time for the church, 
but also one of expectations 
as new leaders come in.

The Onerahi Christian 
Community Church has 
shone its light for many 
years now. After the 24th 

of November there will be a 
change of leadership as my 
wife, Tam, and I take over 
the pastoring role. Church 
services take place every 
Sunday at Raurimu Avenue 
School. 

If you would like to learn 
more about joining the 
church or you would like to 
convey your best wishes 
to Ron and Ann for their 
farewell, please email me at 
whangareiregionalministers@
gmail.com.

Pastor Wayne Johns

Farewell to Ron and Ann Brewer. Photo: supplied by Wayne Johns

Welcome to Wayne and Tam Johns. Photo: supplied by Wayne Johns

When things don’t go well!
We are here  
to care ...

offering ...
Accident and emergency care
Health checks and vaccinations
Trained veterinary nurses
Open 7 days
24 hour emergency care

Whangarei – 16-18 Maunu Road
Hikurangi – Cnr George & Park Sts
Onerahi – 165 Onerahi Road

PET CENTRES
PH 470 1060

Like us on Facebook       www.northvets.co.nz
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MP Phil is looking 
for a change

Phil Heatley, Whangarei’s Onerahi-based MP for 

He isn’t standing in the September 20th General 
Election – a decision which surprised many people.
“I’ve been doing it for 15 years and have enjoyed 
it immensely,” he told the Orbit. “It’s been the best 
time of my life and my family’s life. But I’m only 47, 
and that gives me time to get into something else – 
preferably in PR, and preferably related to one of my 
ministerial roles – ie �shing, aquaculture, or energy 
and resources.”
Phil won the Whangarei seat in 1999 with a majority of 
1,924. In 2011 his majority had climbed to 12,447 – a 
remarkable record for a National MP in a seat many 
people see as ‘working class.’
“Everyone knows everyone else around here and if 
you can build a good reputation they’ll support you,” 
he says. “You can’t get away with being a ratbag in a 
town like this.”
So wife Jenny, who is a nurse, daughters Nina (13) 
and McKenzie (8)  and son Bryn (14) are likely to see 
more of  their husband and dad in the future. And he 
still has four months to �nd that job. 

Hon Phil Heatley Onerahi 
Garage
Ph 09 436 5971

Open Saturday Mornings

PEPE’S
D A I R Y

09 436 3600

ONERAHI SHOPPING CENTRE
110a Onerahi Road, Whangarei

Mon-Fri:
7am - 8pm

Sat-Sun & Public
Holidays: 8am-8pm

Service with a Smile!
OPEN 

7 DAYS

“A PLACE JUST LIKE HOME”

Come in and see for yourself!

Simply Kids 
Multi-lingual Preschool

45 Waverly Street, ONERAHI

* Excellence * Quality 
* Education * Care

35 Kaka Street, Whangarei
T: 09 438 6416  M: 0274 999 493

www.neilmcleodupholstery.co.nz

The Heatley family – Nina, Jenny, McKenzie, 
Bryn and Phil, with the family pet, Eros.
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Phil won the Whangarei seat in 1999 with a majority of 
1,924. In 2011 his majority had climbed to 12,447 – a 
remarkable record for a National MP in a seat many 
people see as ‘working class.’
“Everyone knows everyone else around here and if 
you can build a good reputation they’ll support you,” 
he says. “You can’t get away with being a ratbag in a 
town like this.”
So wife Jenny, who is a nurse, daughters Nina (13) 
and McKenzie (8)  and son Bryn (14) are likely to see 
more of  their husband and dad in the future. And he 
still has four months to �nd that job. 

Hon Phil Heatley Onerahi 
Garage
Ph 09 436 5971

Open Saturday Mornings

PEPE’S
D A I R Y

09 436 3600

ONERAHI SHOPPING CENTRE
110a Onerahi Road, Whangarei
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Service with a Smile!
OPEN 
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“A PLACE JUST LIKE HOME”

Come in and see for yourself!

Simply Kids 
Multi-lingual Preschool

45 Waverly Street, ONERAHI

* Excellence * Quality 
* Education * Care

35 Kaka Street, Whangarei
T: 09 438 6416  M: 0274 999 493

www.neilmcleodupholstery.co.nz

The Heatley family – Nina, Jenny, McKenzie, 
Bryn and Phil, with the family pet, Eros. Season’s Greetings  

& Happy New Year to All
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The year that was!
From a three-day scrub fire in March, to the first Kiwi to 

be given a NZ sign-language name and everything that has 
happened in between; 2019 has been full of interesting 
events taking place in and around Onerahi and the Whangarei 
Heads. 

We look back at just some of the great things that make our 
beautiful slice of heaven special and look forward to 2020. 

If you would like to have a look at Onerahi Orbit editions, 
ranging back as far as May 2011, visit www.issuu.com/
onerahiorbit. 

ABOVE: Mayor Sheryl Mai joins in with Raumati Chapel 
Sit Fit class. Photo: Lucy Mullinger.

LEFT: Jane Barr looks on at Tamaterau Reserve, 
during a clean up. Photo: Lucy Mullinger.

Heralding the beginning of Matariki 2019, with the sound of music. Photo: Lucy 
Mullinger.

Kai Whakairo, Te Kaurinui Parata. Photo: Lucy 
Mullinger.
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Licensed Agents REAA 2008,   First National Real Estate, 
 180 Bank Street,   Whangarei

Tracey Lovelock-Butler

027 859 5777

 A premium price
 transparent processess
 A happy experience!

Theo Drake
021 071 6149

Paul Thompson
027 651 2417

Either way you can expect:

Choose one of us 

or all three! 

For more information about 
funeral planning and prepayment 
options, please contact

Morris & Morris Funerals
o�ce@morrisandmorris.co.nz 
www.morrisandmorris.co.nz

09 437 5799

TOP LEFT: Fire - Onerahi fires. Photo: Ashley Lowe. 

ABOVE: Welcoming Darren Gash and his family on to 
Matakohe/Limestone Island. Photo: Lucy Mullinger. 

LEFT: Farewell to Jono, Emma, Quincy and Charlie from 
Matakohe/Limestone Island. Photo: Lucy Mullinger
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DOG GROOMING IN ONERAHI
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Ph 021 071 2885 • laura.d.thomas@hotmail.com

“After the ritual of prayer the kids 
all joined and turned over the first 
soil and then everyone got involved, 
which was good. Everyone pulled 
out the weeds and that was all 
teamwork. 

“They dug two rows about six 
metres long and one metre wide,” 
said Buck Cullen, fellow kumara 
planter.

“They [the rows} just go with the 
contour of the land,” Fred said.

“This took 
a little while 
and the beds 
were nice 
and soft.

“Then the 
Maori have 
a ritual to 
acknowledge 
the kumara. 

“Acknow-
ledging it as 
a descendant 
of Rongo  
ma Tane  
and having 
the children 
plant the 
very first one 
and then 
everyone 
else comes in and has the 
opportunity to plant too.

“Before we planted we had a 
ritual prayer for the kumara and as 
I grabbed one [a kumara] – I  never 
saw it, never saw it at all – there was 
a lizard that came up because there’s 
two rows. Came up on the outside one 
on the left side, went into the middle 
and had a look and then it turned 
around and went down the middle.

“At that same time there was a  
tui doing a similar thing. Supporting,  
I believe, what was just a happening.”

Fred did not see the lizard but 

others had and he said to them: 
“If it had opened its mouth I would 
have said: ‘We’re not planting there. 
There’s something there that is  
not supposed to be disturbed’."

But, he said, it just looked around 
“and realised ‘oh it’s only you fellas,’  
so that made it safe,” he said.

“I picked a kumara from one 
container, I asked for all the kids  
to come and plant the first one with 
me. So they did. They all came ‘round 
and we planted the second one too. 

Then the 
adults had an 
opportunity 
to plant.

 “And then 
we had our 
closing off 
ceremony 
and voila!” 

He thanks 
rangers 
Emma Craig 
and Jono 
Carpenter 
for caring for 
the kumara 
and watering 
them. 

The 
kumara 
experienced 

their first casualties – the pukeko  
got at them. So the rangers covered 
the kumara with chicken mesh.  
Fred is grateful to them. 

“We went to the island a month 
ago for an update. Channel North 
was there again and Kim Hill from 
Radio New Zealand wants to come 
up for the harvest. She wants to  
see the kumara and our gardens.  
So, word is getting out there.”  

– Jacque Lowe
Information source: NZPA
*   DSIR: Department of Scientific and Industrial 

Research

Fred Tito in stripes and Buck Cullen, 
left with whanau gather around  
the Wai-A-Ariki Fruit Forest plot of 
flourishing taputini kumara.

Tutor’s generous 
gift lifts hearts
Gift of a precious taonga is finding its way 
back into the soil of Matakohe-Limestone 
Island thanks in part to the generosity of 
NorthTec Horticulture and Sustainability 
tutor Jamie Hancox.  
One of his colleagues gave Mr Hancox  
waste plant material from his compost  
heap. He propagated them in autumn and 
over winter.

“I grew a crop first. When I got tubers  
from the crop I shared them out. I gave 
some of them to Kaumatua Fred Tito to 
plant in the Wai-A-Ariki Onerahirahi Food 
Forest,” he said.

He had taputini, hutihuti and rekamaroa 
varieties which he got through a contact 
at Koanga Institute, which was given them 
by the late Te Rarawa Kuia Dell Wihongi a 
member of Te Pu Hao Rangi Trust, guardians 
of the early kumara.

Mr Hancox also said he had heard of  
a family up north who “liked to live as much 
the old way as they can” who were growing  
all three varieties as well.

Mr Hancox said the three varieties, hutihuti, 
taputini and rekamaroa have a growing habit 
of clumping, “They don’t spread. Owairaka  
red kumara ramble everywhere. It is a  
waina or vining variety.” he said.

In 1963 a large collection of over 600 
kumara cultivars, from around the Pacific, 
the work of Dr Douglas E. Yen, which 
included some New Zealand samples  
was reportedly taken to Japan to be stored  
in germplasm for safekeeping. 

A delegation of Maori dignitaries went  
over to Japan in 1988 and nine New Zealand 
species were ceremoniously handed over  
to  the group to bring back to New Zealand. 

On their return Dell Wihongi distributed 
them to various organisations mainly iwi 
groups and people like Kay Baxter, CEO/
managing director of Koanga Institute  
at Wairoa.    – Jacque Lowe

Information source: NZPA 

Collier & Jones
DENTURE CARE

OLD DENTURES
4 Relined
4 Repaired
4 Cleaned

09 438 8076 / 114a Bank St, 
(Opp Jimmy Jacks)

• Free Examination • No Obligation • Quality Assured • 
• Eftpos Available • Winz Quotes •

NEW DENTURES
Whatever your needs are
in the way of dentures, talk 
to us!

Money raised for Kiwi habitat

Sparky the kiwi and his 
mate Robert Webb from 
the Whangārei Native Bird 
Recovery Centre surprised a 
few locals last month, when 
they visited the Onerahi 
Tavern.

Thanks to money raised by 
Pub Charity, Sparky and his 
avian friends at the centre 

will be well fed and can enjoy 
more visitors, thanks to an 
upgraded disability access 
walkway that will be built. 
Landscaping around the 

retaining wall underneath 
Sparky’s home will also be 
updated. 

Pub Charity is run by 
the proceeds of gaming 

machines at taverns and 
pubs around the country, 
with this particular donation 
made possible thanks to the 
takings from both Onerahi 
Tavern and The Grand Hotel, 
which are both owned by Vic 
Hill. 

Donations from Pub Charity 
to local businesses have 
totalled $446,441.69, in the 
last three months, with local 
community organisations 
such as the Onerahi Central 
Cricket and Rugby Football 
club benefiting from the fund. 

Sparky has lived at the bird 
recovery centre for 16 years, 
after a local found him, as a 
chick, injured by a trap. Sadly 
Webb could not save the 
chick’s leg and the decision 
was made to amputate it. 
Fortunately, Sparky doesn’t 
let the disability hold him 
back and can run and walk 
by hopping on one foot and 
using his stump to propel 
himself forward. 

Robert Webb holds Sparky. 
Photo: Lucy Mullinger

From left to right Pub Charity CEO Martin Cheer, Area Manager 
Karl Hunter, Robert Webb, holding Sparky and Onerahi Tavern 
owner, Vic Hill. Photo: Lucy Mullinger

Onerahi Orbit – November 2019 – Page 13

Kiwi receives Te Reo Māori NZSL name

A kiwi from Matakohe 
Limestone Island has 
recently been given the 
honor of being the first to 
receive a Te Reo Māori and 
New Zealand Sign Language 
(NZSL) name.

Honour of being the first 
kiwi went to one of the kiwi 
being transferred from the 
island to Ruakaka. Pikiake 
(as she is now known) was 
joined by Sarah, Prudence 
and Kia Ora, on a journey 
from the island to their new 
home.

The event was also 
attended by Kiwi Action, 
Backyard Kiwi and NZ Deaf 
Action representatives; with 

an announcement made 
that a Māori sign language 
school is soon to be set up 
in order to teach hearing te 
reo speakers to translate 
between the hearing and 
deaf world.

The tri-lingual language 
hub will be held within the 
Hihiaua Centre and there 
will be eight weeks of NZSL 
classes throughout summer 
- which began in mid-
November.

Project manager at 
Backyard Kiwi Todd Hamilton, 
took the opportunity to 
remind attendees of 
the event that Kiwi were 
incredibly vulnerable to 

attacks from dogs. While 
many Kiwi are expected 
to live for 50 years. "In 
Northland, the kiwi life 
expectancy was down to 13 
years when DoC conducted 
surveys in the early 2000s,” 
he said. 

Thanks to effective pest 
control, the survival rate has 

Chimney Cleaning & Pest Control Service

+ =
Over 20 years experience in Whangarei and Kaipara regions.

Prompt service, great specials, savings and discounts.
DARYL CLOTWORTHY - 09 438 6224 or 021 0258 9901

DID YOU KNOW?
• Chimney soot, resin build-up leads to rust • Fire brigade recommends an annual clean

• Clean chimney before lighting fi rst fi re • Each clean comes with safety check •
WE’LL GET RID OF WHITE TAILS, COCKROACHES AND ANTS AS WELL!

increased since then, but it 
is important that dog owners 
keep their pets under control. 

To find out more about 
kiwi, visit www.backyardkiwi.
org.nz or www.kiwicoast.org.
nz. To find out more about 
NZSL, visit www.deafaction.
org.nz.

From left to right, Interpreter Hanna McGuire, Kim Robinson, 
chairperson of the NZ Deaf Action NZ, Todd Hamilton, Fred Tito 
and sign language teacher Eddie Hokianga. Photo: Lucy Mullinger

Todd Hamilton holds Pikiake. Photo: Lucy Mullinger
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Sawmill machinery for sale
• Bandsaws
• Breast Bench Saw
• Wood Chipper
• Electric Motors
• Planer Machine

Factory Lane, Hikurangi 0114 • Phone: 09 433 8555 • Email: noelherman@xtra.co.nz

Herman Timber Limited

Macrocarpa slabs and Japanese Cedar Timber

Timber for sale
• Pine Timber untreated and 

treated, rough sawn and 
machined.

• Fence Battens
• Decking Timber

Herman Timber Limited

OCCC keeps up with the play

Onerahi Central Cricket 
Club (OCCC) has been 
known to produce excellent 
players throughout history, 
and it seems nothing has 
changed.

Contracted out to 
Northland Districts, Henry 
Cooper played the star-turn 
on day one, scoring a career 
best of 149 in day one of 
the Plunket Shield match, 
which was held in November 
against the Otago Volts at 
the University of Otago Oval 
in Dunedin.

He is one of many top 
players from the club, 
including two recent 
additions from the United 
Kingdom, Ben Allcock 
and Jack Ellis, who have 
travelled across the globe, 

in order to be a part of the 
club. 

The OCCC has a rich and 
successful history. It was 
initially founded as the 
result of a meeting between 
Central Cricket Club and the 
Onerahi club, in 1954. The 
decision was made to help 
the fledgling Onerahi club, 
which had gone into recess 
due to a lack of players. 

As part of the meeting, 
the club moved to the 
Onerahi Domain but would 
later move to Kensington 
Stadium, once the club 
expanded. 

By 1958, a turf wicket had 
been laid by club members 
and supporters. The first 
game was played on the 
new strip, a year later.

Once the OCCC had 
gained traction, it became 
a very competitive club and 
during the next fifty years, 
a large amount of players 
would go on to make waves 
in New Zealand cricket. In 
fact, by the 1980s, it was 
the largest club, outside of 
Auckland. 

The club has maintained 
its momentum and is now 
one of the biggest clubs in 
the area.  The club offers 
cricket for all ages and 
abilities; with two senior 
sides and 10 junior sides; 
across a variety of different 
grades. 

“We are lucky enough to 
have a fantastic executive 
committee, making the 
club a great environment 

to be a part of,” says club 
representative, Sam Walker. 

If you would like to give 
cricket a go or require any 
more information, visit the 
club facebook page or email 
123samtwalker@gmail.com.

Club badge. Photo: supplied by 
Sam Walker

 Onerahi player, Henry Cooper, who is contracted to 
Northern Districts. Photo: supplied by Sam WalkerPremier captain, Todd Beehre, batting. Photo: supplied by Sam Walker
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www.treework.co.nz Branching Out Tree Care Ltd

09 436 4466
www.treework.co.nz

Mobile: 027 565 7794 or 0508 ARBORIST 
(272 67478)Email: p_r.gosling@xtra.co.nz

Consultants, Practioners & Data Collection

• All Aspects of Tree Work
• Complete Removals & Cleanup
• Experienced & Qualified Crew
• Horticultural Industry Trainer
• Stump Grinding
• Public Liability Cover
• Chipping & Mulching
• Specialist Climbing Team

• Large and Difficult Trees
• Single or Massive Projects

• Will beat other Quotes by 5%

Qualified Arborist
Ambassador for Trees - NZ

Arborists - Tree Surgeons
Phone us for prompt, personal services & quality workmanship

PAUL GOSLING - ARBORIST

Practitioners

Tennis with a view

Keeping our youth fit and 
healthy is very important 
and the Onerahi Tennis 
Club’s new Hot Shots’ 
Starter Programme is a hit 
with students from Onerahi 
Primary School.

Funding for the programme 
was raised by Pub Charity 
and the coaching time was 
paid for with the help of 
Oxford Sports’ Trust.  

Grant van Dalsum from 
Mangawhai took on the 
coaching role, giving each 
child a chance to learn 
more about what tennis 
is about, with the hopes 
that they will make this a 

future sport choice.  The 
programme includes a range 
of equipment, specially 
designed for young people. 
This includes shorter, 
lightweight racquets, soft 
balls and small nets. 

The club has also benefited 
from some new recruits, for 
our regular coaching which 
we run on Tuesday night for 
both summer terms. 

You might also have seen 
our new bright, yellow road-
side tennis ball advertising 
junior coaching.  Our Junior 
Convenor Gerry Hess 
welcomes everyone and he 
is currently managing about 

25 children; across three 
classes different coaching 
groups.

Of course, this is only one 
aspect of the Onerahi Tennis 
Club.  Another new innovation 
includes the commencement 
of a Monday night men’s 
doubles league. In this 
format, all four players in the 
selected group proceed to 
play three sets of tennis, with 
all three player combinations.   

With the players grouped 
on ability; this format 
produces some competitive 
but enjoyable tennis and is 
proving very popular.  

The club also has 
floodlights and new LED 
lighting for two of the courts 
which allows for extended 
hours playing - especially 
useful for that game after 
work. 

This feature is only 
available to members 
although the courts are not 
locked and we encourage 
public use of the courts; we 
only ask for a small donation 
to assist with maintenance 
costs.

Warren Thomas
Tennis courts - complete with a beautiful view. Photo: supplied by Onerahi Tennis Club
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CONFIDENCE
FROM

RELIABLITY
• Sales, Service, Repairs

• Engines
• Drive Systems

• Maintenance Kits
• Pumps

• Electronics
• Generators

• Filters

Sue Cammell
09 438 3296 • 021 260 0792

admin@RayRobertsMarine.co.nz
93 Port Road, Whangarei

AUTOMOTIVE
& MARINE

ELECTRICAL 
AND

BATTERIES

2 Herekino Street,
Whangarei

autotechnorth@xtra.co.nz
www.careelectronics.co.nz

438 3063

High Tide

 

 
 

CITIZENS ADVICE
BUREAU WHANGAREI

has moved next door to 
69 Bank St, first floor, 
following the fire at the 

Old Town Hall.
We are back in business and ready 

to take your call, or see you in 
the new office. Call us if we need 
to meet elsewhere as there are 

six steps before you get to the lift.

09 438 8046   |   0800 367 222
whangarei@cab.org.nz

www.cab.org.nz

Te Pou Whakawhirinaki O Aotearoa

Te Pou Whakawhirinaki
O Aotearoa

FIRE!   FIRE!

Staying safe over summer
It’s summer time and 

everyone knows to slip 
on a shirt, slop on some 
sunscreen and slap on a hat, 
but there is a lot more to take 
under consideration when 
you’re heading to the beach.

For the team that makes 
up Whangārei Heads 
Volunteer Surf Life Saving 
patrol, the summer season 
began at Ocean Beach, on 
Labour weekend and runs 
until Easter weekend next 
year. 

During the previous six-
month period, the team 
of volunteer lifeguards 
rescued 24 people.  “Each 
of these people’s day at the 
beach could have ended 
very differently, without 
the help of the volunteers,” Ocean Beach, home to Whangārei Heads Volunteer Surf Life Saving. Photo: Lucy Mullinger
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206 Beach Road
Onerahi, Whangarei
Reservations  
09 436 2985
Open for dinner  
Wed to Sat  
from 6pm

An exquisite dining experience in  
warm comfortable surrounds on the 
water’s edge of Whangarei Harbour
A well balanced menu with honest, 
unfussy, modern new zealand  
cuisine using french influences
A concise wine & beer list  
knowledgeably chosen to  
complement the food

www.topsail.co.nz

says co club-captain Jason 
Ackroyd. With this in mind, 
the volunteers want those 
who visit the beach over the 
summer, to make sure they 
stick to the three golden 
rules, no matter how fit or 
confident in the water they 
are. 

• Make sure you swim 
between the flags.

• Wear appropriate 
swimwear.

• Know your limitations and 
don’t push yourself further 
than those limits. 

“The beach and surf 
conditions change constantly 
and it’s important to learn 
how to read the beach and 
figure out the safe spots 
(ie how to spot a rip),” 
says co club-captain Hazel 
Buchanan.  

Thankfully, the volunteer 
lifeguards are well versed on 
where the rips can be found 

and where it is dangerous 
to swim, which is why 
staying within the flags is so 
important. “If you need help 
about this, please speak 
to the lifeguards.  They’re 
a friendly bunch and love 
helping.  That’s why they 
volunteer their time,” says 
Ackroyd. 

For those interested in 
getting involved in volunteer 
lifeguard duties, the 
Whangārei Heads Volunteer 
Surf Lifesaving club includes 
a junior surf and rookie 
programme.  This begins 
with the basics - such as 
getting to know more about 
the beach and the ocean and 
how to navigate the surf.  The 
programme completes with 
training towards passing your 
surf-lifeguard examination, 
at the age of 14. Once a 
lifeguard has completed 
their qualifications, they can 
go on to complete a range 
of awards to enhance their 
skills further. 

“We aren’t a very 
competitive club, we have 
more of a family atmosphere 

but aren’t opposed to 
sending our kids to 
competitions if they wish to,” 
says Buchanan. 

Not only do the lifeguards 
keep an eye on our safety, 
they also have a lot to do 
with keeping the beach and 
surrounding areas tidy. “We 
live in the most beautiful 
place we could ask for and 
it’s nice when people keep 
the beach and the car park 
free of litter and safe for 
everyone,” says Buchanan. 
This includes taking rubbish 
in the car, to dispose of when 
you get home. 

“Every guard on patrol 
at weekends or public 
holidays is a volunteer.  They 
are ordinary people with 
ordinary lives but a passion 
for helping the community, 
keeping them safe and 
having fun in an amazing 
environment. We are always 
looking for more people to 
train up and join, get in touch 
if you think it sounds like 
you,” says Ackroyd.

To find out more, call the 
club-house phone on (09) 
434 0565.

Swim between the flags. Photo: supplied by Whangārei Heads 
Volunteer Surf Life Saving Patrol

Santa image - Christmas 2018. Photo: supplied by Whangārei 
Heads Volunteer Surf Life Saving Patrol
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WHANGAREI HEADS 
EXCAVATORS

•  House Sites
•  Driveways
•  Retaining 

Walls
•  Concrete
and loads more

Call Vic: 436 5638 | 021 207 3732

Memorial match  
for keen sportsman

A “mad-keen fisherman, 
diver and rugby player,” 
was how his mates at the 
Onerahi Rugby Club (ORC) 
remembered Casey Smith. 

A memorial match, 
between Onerahi Rugby 
Club and Whangarei Old 
Boys took place on the 
23rd November at the club 
grounds, to remember the 
local rugby stalwart, who 
passed away seven years 
ago. 

All past and present 
players, and their families, 
were welcome at the event, 

which was followed by 
speeches at the Onerahi 
Tavern and a spin-the-
wheel fundraiser for the 
rugby club, which helped 
purchase uniforms for the 
2020 season. 

During the event, 
memories were traded 
of the much-loved player, 
who grew up in Parua Bay 
with his two sisters and 
two brothers. Most of the 
stories surrounded his 
great sense of humour. 
“Friends nicknamed him 
Irwin after Steve Irwin - due 

to his similar crazy antics.
The Onerahi Rugby Football 
Club has recently come 
out of recess and we are 
excited to kick it off with 
this meaningful event,” says 
club representative Fiona 
Raymond.

At the last AGM it was 
decided to relaunch the club 
with the mission being "To 
provide a safe, enjoyable 
and inclusive, quality rugby 
experience".

Over the years, the club 
has provided junior and 
senior mens’ and women’s 

rugby to the community. 
“Despite being first 
incorporated in 1957, there 
is evidence the club existed 
long before this date,” says 
Raymond. 

Rugby season will kick off 
after muster day, which is 
held in February and junior 
and senior players will be 
encouraged to sign up to 
join the team soon after.  
Meanwhile, the senior 
mens’ team will begin 
preparing for the under 18 
season soon. 

The Onerahi Rugby Club 

Keeping up with the play. Photo: supplied by Fiona Raymond

Memorial match carving for Casey 
Smith. Photo: supplied by Fiona 
Raymond.

Gift Vouchers Available
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Onerahi
Pharmacy
116 Onerahi Road
Phone: 09 436 0567
www.onerahipharmacy.nz

consists of an under five 
and under seven rippa 
rugby team, as well as an 
under eight through to 
under-18 rugby teams and 
seniors over 18. 

The current committee is 
determined and passionate 
to make the club an asset 
to the community but, 
according to Raymond, 
there is still a lot of work to 
do.

“The clubroom is run 
down, so we are currently in 
the process of renovating 
the kitchen with the 
assistance of grants plus 
fundraising and are pushing 
to have this completed 
before the season starts. 
We also need to paint 
the exterior and interior, 
upgrade the lights and 
replace the roof on the 
deck.” says Raymond. 

Without the help of 
local sponsorship, the 
club would not be able 
to continue running as it 
does.  The Onerahi Tavern, 
Pub Charity, Oxford Sports 
Trust, Onerahi Community 
Association, Can Train NZ 
Ltd and Bang on Roofing 
have all contributed towards 
helping the club continue to 
operate. 

“Any help from the 
community would be greatly 
appreciated. We also have 
a sponsorship proposal 
available for those who 
would like to support our 
mission.”

If you would like to get 
involved, either check 
out the Onerahi Rugby 
facebook page or email 
onerahirugby@yahoo.com. 

Awarua Wihongi closely followed by Raphael Paikea Kaio. Photo: supplied by Fiona Raymond.

Onerahi players huddle during a game. Photo: supplied by Fiona Raymond
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MPC Computers
SALES :: SERVICES :: SOLUTIONS

• Laptop/Desktop Repairs  
• Hardware and Software Sales 
• Web Hosting & Domain Names 
• Home and Office Networking 
• Confidential Callout Service

Shop Online for your convenience: www.mpccomputers.co.nz

Call Mike 434 0229 • 021 136 4637
email: mike@mpccomputers.co.nz

Onerahi Orbit - March 2014 - Page 8

Calling all Christians!
There is a great opportunity to meet others who have the 
welfare and wellbeing of our beautiful suburb of Onerahi 

at heart. We meet once a month on the 2nd Tuesday 
from 7pm for just over an hour at the Raumati Cres 

Chapel, just opposite New World. Inquiries welcome – 
Hartley, 436-2355 or Ron, 430-7517.

KIWIKIDS
EARLY LEARNING CENTRE
KIWIKIDS
EARLY LEARNING CENTRE

Jacobson 
Engineering

Pick-ups for boats and 
trailers - 021 061 7356

96 Awaroa River Road
Phone Regan - 09 946 0711

Builder of boats & accessories
Aluminium repairs & maintenance

 Rod holders

 Hand rails

 Rocket launchers

 Steel trailer repairs

COMMUNITY
DIRECTORY

(From Page 7)
Scottish Country Dancing : 
Thursday, 7.30 – 10pm at the hall, 
$3 a session. Wear comfortable 
shoes, beginners welcome. Phone 
Fiona, 437-1817.

Seikukan (Karate) Club : Adults, 
non-commercial, non-competitive 
– Mondays 5.30 – 7.30pm, 
Thursdays 4.30 – 6pm, children 
4.30 – 5.15pm. $10 a month. 
Phone Bob, 436-0036 (home), or 
438-83838 (work).

Sit Fit : Mondays, 10 – 10.45am at 
the chapel behind the shops. Fun, 
keep-�t sessions for older people.

St James Presbyterian Church 
: 135 – 137 Onerahi Rd. 9.30am 
Sunday worship – all welcome. 
10am Wednesdays – Mainly Music. 
Phone Brian, 435-1554.

St Stephens Anglican Church : 88 
Church Street (behind the Airport) 
-  9.30am Sunday worship, all 
welcome. 10am Tuesdays – Mainly 
Music. Phone Mary, 436-0509.
$3 a session. New members 
welcome. Phone Margaret, 436-
0314. 

Tuesdays 
at the hall, 9 – 11am. Very social, 
$1 a session – six tables. Phone 
Alf, 436-0079.

Variety Music Group : 2nd and 
4th Saturdays, 6 – 10pm at the hall, 
$2 donation, bring a plate. 2nd 
and 4th Sundays 1.30 – 4.30pm – 
come and play, or just listen - $2 
donation. 
Phone Barbara, 437-0646. 

War Games : Table top, second 
Saturday of month, 9am to 5pm 
at the hall. First session free, then 
$6. Games last 2 – 3 hours. Phone 
Andrew, 436-2406.
www.whangareiwargames.org

to this feature please just email: 
onerahiorbit@xtra.co.nz

Onerahi Volunteer 
Fire Brigade 

Open Day and 
Monster Garage Sale 

Saturday 29th March 2014
Onerahi Station, 1 Handforth Street, Onerahi
Come along and take a look at what an important 

role we play in the Onerahi community. 

All new volunteers are welcome. 

Free Sausage Sizzle
Kitchen Fire Demonstration

Fire Trucks

Monster Garage Sale to raise funds for the Onerahi Sky 
Tower Challenge team, fundraising for Blood Leukaemia. 
If you have any items you can donate to this Garage Sale, 
please contact Brian on 021 930 951 to arrange pick up. 

NO DROP OFF!

Whether you have an 
interest in the history of 
Onerahi or you often wonder 
how some of the streets 
got their names, More True 
Tales of Onerahi – He Kōrero 
Tonu Ana Ngā Pūrākau Ō 
Onerahirahi should have the 
answer.

The follow up to True Tales 
of Onerahi will be available 
from Onerahi New World and 
the Onerahi Book Shop as 
well as on the NZ auction 
website Trade Me from mid-
December. For those who 
want to get in quick and buy 
a piece of history for their 
family member just in time 
for Christmas, the book 
launch and heritage photo 
exhibition will take place 
at the Onerahi Airport on 
Saturday 14th and Sunday 
15th December.  

Compiled by Agnes 
Hermans from the Onerahi 
Resource Centre, with the 
help of Kaylee Kolkman, 

Brent Mawson, Lucy 
Mullinger, David Boyes and 
Wendy Giffin. More True 
Tales of Onerahi includes 
106 stories and over 400 
photographs of Onerahi. 

However, it took a 
community to write the book; 
with various interviews held 
with local family members 
and descendants of historic 
Onerahi locals, to obtain a 

wide range of interesting 
stories about the local area. 

To find out more about the 
launch, visit www.facebook.
com/onerahiorbit.

Delving into Onerahi’s history

Compilers of the Heritage Trails brochures, from left, Agnes Hermans, Brent Mawson and Kaylee Kolkman hold up a panoramic 
photograph of the early township of Onerahi and Beach Rd.

The Onerahi Jetty.
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Halloween antics on Ross Street

Over 300 bags of lollies 
were handed out from 
one house in Onerahi 
for this year’s Halloween 
celebrations.

The family at number 90 
Ross Street made a huge 
effort to entertain the local 
children and their families, 
with a Halloween themed 
house of fun, which they aptly 
named ‘A nightmare on Ross 
Street.’

Dave Bradley, his wife 
Megan, daughter Anita and 
sons Miller and Roman 
decorated the family home 
with a giant spider on the 

roof and various Halloween-
themed decorations inside 
the house.

This was not the first 
year the family had set up 
a Halloween-themed party 
local families could enjoy. In 
fact, the Bradley family has 
been handing out sweets for 
four years and in the last two 
years, they have invited local 
people in to the house, to 
witness the decorations.  

“This year was great but 
we are planning on making it 
even bigger and better next 
year,” says Bradley. 

Anita (right) escorts visitors into the ‘Nightmare on Ross Street’. 
Photo: Lucy Mullinger

0800 141 402
info@jop.co.nz • www.jop.co.nz  

/jopprint

And much more!
All work guaranteed

Business Cards
Flyers
Posters
Vinyl Labels
Books
Magazines
Letterheads
Folders
Invoice Books
Calendars
Pads
Rack Cards

»
»

»
»
»
»
»

»
»
»
»
»

design | print | distribution

Giant spider decoration. Photo: Lucy Mullinger
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School News

St Stephen's Anglican Church
Text/call Paul Doherty 021 1894797

CHURCH –
who we are, not where we go!

RAUMATI CRESCENT CHAPEL
SUNDAY 9.30am Communion Service

11.00am Teaching Ministry

MONDAY 10.15am Sit Fit

WEDNESDAY (2nd) 10.30am Ladies' Bible Study
(4th) 10.30am Ladies' Friendly Hour

THURSDAY (every 2nd) 1.30pm Knitting Group
wool donations gladly accepted
contact Maureen at 436 2355 for info.

Sundays 10am Raurimu Ave School Hall

021 023 897 01

Jesus - God’s Greatest Christmas Gift

New Pastors: 
Wayne & Tam Johns

135 Onerahi Road • Office:  438 1667 
Sunday Worship @ 9.30am. All Welcome!

Mainly Music in the Church Hall – Every Wednesday 
10am (during school term). $4 per family 

Tuesday Games in Church Hall – 2nd & 4th Tuesday 
1.30pm (winter months only) 

Contact Nancy Dodds -  436 1444

ONERAHI PRIMARY

Located at the back of 
the school, overlooking 
our beautiful harbour, the 
Onerahi Primary School 

butterfly garden is home to 
many different plants and 
animals.

In term one, a worm 
farm was also 
established and 
children have taken 
responsibility 
for collecting 
worm urine and 
selling it from the 
school office, as 
fertiliser. This has 
led to students 
researching insect 
life cycles and 
worm-farm care. 
Some students 
enlisted the help 
of Anton Bowker, 
from Eco Solutions, 
for guidance with 
this project.

The butterfly 
garden is also 
home to Onerahi 
Primary’s bee 
population. Honey, 
from the bees, is 

sold at the school office.  
While the garden produces 
these gifts for the students, 
it also provides a beautiful 
learning environment. As the 
days heat up, you can find 
classes out learning in the 
shade of its many trees and 
the produce taken from the 
gardens, is sold by students 

at the Friday market held at 
school.

From everyone at Onerahi 
School, have a fantastic 
break and we look forward 
to seeing you again next 
year. Poipoia te kakano kia 
puawai - Nurture the seed 
and it will blossom.
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QUALIFIED OLD SCHOOL
AUTO ELECTRICIAN

021 2050 594
Call

Alan “Yogi” Peake

WYVERN BAKER
Certifying Plumber

For all plumbing requirements
call 436 2232 or 027 472 6017

RAURIMU AVENUE

During term four students 
from Raurimu Avenue 
School, along with the three 
other local schools, were 
asked to perform on the 
Onerahi waterfront for the 
arrival of the Tuia 250 flotilla. 
This was an amazing event 
for the students to be a part 
of. 

Our senior kapa haka team 
travelled to Whangaruru 
School’s cultural festival and 
the junior kapa haka team 
headed out to Whangārei 
Heads school for the local Te 
Whanga festival.

The dedicated group of 
student environmentalists 
have also been working with 
Dragonfly Springs this term. 

All of these activities, along 
with end-of-year class trips, 
make for a very lovely way to 
complete the school year.

The staff and students at 
Raurimu Avenue School wish 
everyone a safe and happy 
summer break.

Students at Whangārei 
Heads School proudly 
hosted the 2019 Te Whanga 
Festival; kicking off the event 
with an outstanding kapa 
haka performance. 

With lightning, thunder 
and rain in the early hours of 
the morning, it was a soggy 
start to the day, but the sun 
shone brightly on time for 
the pōwhiri.

Members of the Te 
Whanga community came 
together to celebrate 
with strong kapa haka 
performances by Whangārei 
Heads, Raurimu, Onerahi 
and Parua Bay Schools. 

During the lunch break, 
there was a real festive 
atmosphere with some 
delicious kai on offer, and a 
chance for the adults to chat 
together, while the children 
played.

Whangārei Heads students 
also recently displayed 
artwork at the bi-annual art 
exhibition at Reyburn House. 
The focus for the artwork 
was ‘Out and About’ and 
included Manuka walking 
sticks, animal and plant 
mosaic, garden ornaments 

and printed t-shirts and 
bags. 

Almost every item 
has now been sold, with 
Reyburn House members 
commenting that the 
standard of work was 
exceptional.

Each of the students 
visited Taurikura beach or 

the Reotahi Marine 
Reserve as part of 
the Experiencing 
Marine Reserves 
programme. This 
visit included 
various beach 
activities and the 
opportunity to go 
snorkelling.

WHANGĀREI HEADS SCHOOL

1 Reotahi Rd, Whangarei Heads • Ph: 09 434 0866

Mon -Tues 7.30am to 3pm, Wed - Thurs 8am to 2pm
Fri, Sat, Sun 7.30am to 4pm.

• Home-made pies
• All food made on site
• Cabinet food
• Vegan
• Vegetarian and Gluten Free
 available
• Tahi coffee beans – NZ blended 
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Contact Yvonne Lilley 021 113 6141

Yvonne Lilley is carrying on the broadcasting legacy of her 
late husband, Robyn, whose lifelong enthusiasm for radio 

continues with Whangarei based MAGIC MUSIC FM 88.3 & 107.1

The little station with the Big sound

FORCE wins award

Newly-elected Okara 
Councillor Nicholas 
Connop and his 
partner Karen Lee 
have taken home an 
award on behalf of 
volunteers from around 
Whangārei.

The award was 
given to a group run 
by the couple, known 
as For Our Real Clean 
Environment (FORCE), 
which was set up two 
years ago, in order to 
enthuse volunteers 
to clean up local 
areas. In this time, the 
organisers say 13 tons 
of rubbish have been 
collected. 

The Keep New 
Zealand Beautiful 
Community Group 
award was awarded 
in October at a gala 
dinner held at the 
Toitu Otago Settlers 

Museum in Dunedin.  
Lee and Connop 
were also finalists in 
the Tidy Kiwi award, 
which was won by Alan 
Pope of the Hutt City 
Council, who collected 
22,000 tons of rubbish 
over 22 years.

During the same 
event Whanganui 
was awarded Most 
Beautiful City as well 
as winning the award 
for Best Street and 
the winners for Most 
Beautiful Large and 
Small Town awards 
went to Cambridge and 
Waihi.

“The selected 
finalists have each 
demonstrated 
bold leadership 
in implementing 
innovative sustainable 
projects that 
help reduce their 

environmental footprint and build resilient towns and cities,” said 
Keep New Zealand Beautiful CEO Heather Saunderson.

FORCE - Community Group Award. Photo: Sourced from 
FORCE Facebook page.

Karen Lee, Steve Phillips, Shari-Lee Dearn and Nicholas Connop at the 
Dragonfly Springs community plant-a-tree day. Photo: Lucy Mullinger


